


"Strike Hard" Campaign
Cbina's crackdown on political dissid,ence
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Foreword

The l'eople's Repub)ic of China (?RC) initiated the "Strike-Hard"
Campaign in China in 1983. It is a unique campaign which
demonstrates China's hard line approach against the exerclse of
fundamental human rights. The campargn left huge scars on its people

and it dramatizes Chinas image of an opptessive and ruthless state.

The "Strike Hard" campaign drew huge criticism from the international
community, especially from human rights gtoups. The campalgn
initiallv meant to be an iion fisted crachdovn on gro$.ing crime in
Chin4 however evolved to become a tool of politlcal oppression.

IoTibet, the "StriLe-Hard" campaign was introduccd only in 1996.

It had a singular pollticalaim - to stlfle political disscnt. This bcgan

an era of more violence, parn and suffering for the Tibetah pcople.

The high handedness of the police and authotities, impunity, lack of
transparency and accountability resulted in lll treatment, torturc rnd
many deaths, The ?eople's Republic of China ahd its Tibetah
surrogntes abused fundamental human rights and destroyed people'.\

lives.

Atthe timeof writingthis report, ChinaTlbet Informarioh Center
(www.tibetinforcom) reported that the "Strike Hard " Campaign for
the winter (1 November to 30 December 2004) had been launched

in Lhasa, Tibet ,A.utonomus Regon (fAR). (wwvtchrd.org; TCHRD
press release,8 November 2004 ),

Chinz has come a long uzy. Today\ Beijing boasts of greai
progress in its human rights recoid. -$are of its grorving porver and

influence, it has smugly entered the intetnational scene. The fact
remains that it is the only communist authoritarian regme in ttre world
that has done little to initiate any real progression in democmcy and
respect for human rights.

The Followihg report - Strike Hard Campaign: Crlna! oatAdar r at
poltial di$idelue is rvarranted by the relatrve thiflness of literature oh

the subiect and by its notorious repression ofthe human and political
rights of thc people of China and Tibet. Considering China's

::rl



sophisticated use of human rights diplomacy and, its defense of its
policies that violate human nghts as an "intemal matter", it has become

difficult for the international community to promote and protect
human rights in China and Tibet. In short, any examination of China\
human rights record must tahe into account tle use of the Strike-

Hard Campaign.

i.

Chapter 1

Introduction

In 1983 China launched a dor,restic campaign called Y,4-ND7'which
is translated io English as 'STRIKE HARD'.

It means:

To Impose Three Extremes oi

1

2
3

Forceful Crackdown
The Severest of Capital Punishment
The Swiftest of Executron

This repon explains the "Strike Hard" campaign in China; its orgrn,
coutse and evolution. It examines the human rights violatlons that
took place under the carnpaign in China and Tibet, the impact of Lhe

campaign on the Tibetan people, and domestrc and internarlonal
reaction to &e campaign. The report also seeks to critically explore
whether the authorities in the end achieved the agenda of the
campaign.

"Strile Hard" was ar first meant to be a campaign against crimes.
The campaign is mosdy interpteted and explained in association with
the criminal law. The legal aspects of "Stril€ Hard" campaign are
sourced ftom tle criminal law as indicated below:

Section l. Crimes ahd Ciminal responsibilit!.
Section 2. Prcparation for a Crime, Criminal Attet pt ahd

Discontinualion of a Ctihe.
Sectioh 3. Jont Crtnes Spectal prowstont
(Chapter I), Clihes of Endangefing Natiohdtr Securiry and
(Chapter ) Clir es of Endakgering P blic Seatrit!.t

Under the campaign several thousards of criminal and political
prisoners were executed and much more than what is officially stated
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by tle Chinese authorities and rhe figures available to human rights
u,atchdogs. The PRC launched the campaign in 1983 $ith the aim of
rmping out cnmes in Chinese society. The 1996 campaign in Tibet
was aimed to curb "splittist'' activities (term coined bv the Chinese
indicating activities meant to break av/ay lrom the Nlotherland),
particularly in monasteries arld nunnerles, rvhich were the traditional
bastron ofpolltical dlssidence. In 2001 the campaign rlas relaunched
for the third time. This time to 6ght the corruprion within the
Communist Party but again in Tibet and Xinjiang it remained a tool
to suppress political dissent,

However, the re-launch oF 2001 took its twist in the tale. .{fter
9/11 when Amerlca launched its 'War on Terror,' China too launched
it's version of 'Wat on Terror'. Horvever, China carne uhder severe
criticism from United States ard other countries for misusing the 'War
on Terror' parflcularly in Xnjiangwhere the "Strike Hard" campaign
led ro gross human rrghs violatrons.

Chinat'Waron Terror'had iis spill-over in Tibet aswell. In April
2002, two Tibetans (frulku Tenzin Delek and Lobsang Dhondup)
were arrested from Sichuan Province on charges of terrorist acts.
This marked the first time'tefforist' charges had been brought against
Tibetans, Both menwere given death scentences on 2December200l
followed by the swift execution oflobsang Dhondup on 26 January
2003, Trulku Tenzin Delek was given an extension of rhe death

sentence with a two year reprieve.

The Campaign
The "Strikf Eatd' Campaign took on different manners of
lmplementation depending on the needs afld requirement of the
particular region. \.arious campzigns uflder the banner of "Strike Hard '
were launched at the same time. In some cases within one region
diffeient campargns were launched with varying objectives. There was
a "Stike Hard" Campaign ag:-rnst "splittist activities" in liasa city
and robbery in another region. The "Strike Hard" campaigns were
launched at the nationa.l ]evel, wrthin a cig' and at local regions against
specified cdme or target. The terdicts were issued swiftly and
decisively and thetefore it was often dubbed as China's 'execution
fuenzy'.

l"htducnm

In Tibet many historical events preceded the launch ofthe "Strike
Hard" campaign. Fitsq .aas the accession of Tibet under China in

1959, followed by number of pro independence protests and
resistance movements in Tibet. In tie nearly five decades of China\
rule over Tibet there ate clear patterns that suggest Chinah attempt
as rvell as measures to keep Tibet under its authont!'. It was Formerly

N{aot era of sinister 'barel of gurir followed by Dengt3liberal policies
in Tibet to addtess the popular discontent among the Trbetans till the
popular outbreak ofprotests on 20 September 1987, 1 October 1988

and 5 tr{arch 1989. The uprisings heralded the advent of stringent
policies in Tibet that tainted China's international image and standing
in the globai arena such as the imposiuon of Marflal Larv in 1989

under "Tibet Autohomous Region" (fAR) Party Secretary Hu Jintao,
currendy the President ofChina. Three months after the Uprisings in
Tibet came the protest of students at Tiananmen Square ofl 4 June
1989, which ended in the massacre of the shrdents,

The events of 1987, 1988 and 1989 unrest in Tibet and later at
Tiananmed Square presented serious threat to the Centra.lCommunist
Party leadership. Thereafter the Part's efforts to tighten their grip ofr
powet resulted in hard line policies both in Tibet and in China. The
Patty relied upon hard measures of izero tolerance' in anticlpation of
unexpected even6 tJrat might threaten national stabllity. The "Strike
Hard" Campaigns of 1996 and 2001 were manifestatlon oF this
intention.

The 'Stdke Hatd" campaign of 1983 and 1996 were wlthdrawn
however, the campaign of 2001 continues today. There is no denying
of the truth that several thousands of political and ctiminal ptisoners
were exedt€d undel the campaign widrout lair trial and denial oi
various fundamental human rights. China came under the close
scrutioy of maDy human rights warchdogs and has been regarded as

the priacipal couaty witl appa.lling human rights record. This paper
is to higfrlight the true account of gross violanons of humaa nghts
under the "Stdl: Ilatd' campaign.

lhere are some similatities between the campargn of 1983 and

1996. As it s/as in 1983, the vast hajority o f pnsoners were sentenced
to death immediately after the summary tnals.a In such a swift manner
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of judicial procedure it rvas quite unlikely that *re convicted prisoners
have a fair tial as well as measures to defend themseJves. Though
China does have a judiciary, which is claimed to be indepeodent and
far, yet very often judiciary have to adhere and follorv the instructions
given in the official medla. The slogans were part of campaigns in
China and the Chlnese judiclary r,,zs expected to adhere them. On 10

lvtay 1996 Tibet High Peoples Court called on courts at various levels
to speed up proceedings of various criminal offences yrithout any
discriminatlon 

^bout 
the social orders in the struggle against the serious

"Setete and speedy punishment is a rhajot slogan ofthe canpaign.
In an article on the launch of the canpaig on 29 April 1996, the
Parly newspapq 'Peoplel Dalb' cqlled on judicial and public sec rity
petsonnel to seriousl! adherc to the prfuciple of severely and quickly
pltnishing cfiminals (See BBC Sumnary ofryotld Brcadcasts (heteqfier
S\YB) of 30 Aptil 1996, FE/2599 G/5). Ak editofial in the same
newspapef on 15 May rciteruted the need to frmly impletnenl lhe
sewre afid speed! punishtfient poltct akd to work hatd to ochieve the
godl of qulck dpprovals ofafies\ quick ptusecutions and quick tfials.
The editoridl weht oh to state that whoeyer deseNes the death penalty
dccording to law must be sentehced to death (See Sl4B, 17 May 1996,
FE/2614 G/9.)"s

Law Amendments
The call to severe and speedy punishmeot undet crjminal larv was
introduced in 1983, Thls law granted the judiciary the powcr for
summary trlah and executiofls. In l,larch 1996, National People's
Congress amended the Criminal Ptocedure Law (CPL) in which the
1983 decrsron concerning rhe Rapid -{diudication of cases rnvoldng
crimrnal elerirents ihrr seriousl) endangered public security was
repealed. However, this ammendmeflt did flot last long The CPL
rvas once agzin revised in January 1997. The revision ofthe law once
again called for the speeding up of the procedures for trial, appeal
and approval of death sentences for offenders who seriously
endrngered the publc securiry.

As a result of such official ammendments the executions tooL
place within few days after a brief summary rials. In Jilin province
for example thfee men were arrested for robbing a car loaded with

lntu)ductioh

bank notes on 24 may 1996 and on the 27 Ntay after three davs the)-

were senteoced to deadr at an open meeting The alleged convicts

appealed to the provincial higher court but were rejected on 28 llair
The dree men were executed by a 6ring squad on 31 Ntay- (Jilin Daily

of r and 6 June 1996).

The campaign was hitactoss entiie China and the scope ofadverse

impact on humai rights situation was great.

"In the f$t ttao months of lhe S ike Hard nahohwide anti-crime
campaigh laxfiched on 28 Aptil )996, AmnesD, IhterhAtional recorded

from published qccounts ovet 1,000 death senlences, fiost ofwhich
were executed. These fgurcs are beliaved lo reprcsenl ohl! a fraclion
oJ the actudl t1ufiber of dealh senlehces and e*cullohs wilhin lhe
115,759 sehtences lnposed since APtll 1996. Sewrc and speed!

purrithhent under lhe Id\! is a majot slogah fot lhe catlhpaign, and
refers to legslaliotl which has beeh ih lorce slnce il vias Passed /ot a
very simildr $aliofiwide ahll-c ne camPaigh ln 1983. The 1983

legislalion spee^ up ptucedurcs fot trldl, appeal and dpPrcval oJ

dealh sentences fot offefidets v/ho setlously endahget public secutity
tlnder il, defekdakts cah be lried without wafiing, v)ithoul being
giveh a copy of the indiclmeht in advafice and withoul fiollication oJ

the trial belhg given to all pd ies concemed. As d rcsult defefidahts

h,ave ldced sumrnary juslice, sotfie being executed only days a/tet lhe

qime \tas allegedl! comtnilled."

,\mnesty International taised serious concerns on the nature oF

legislation aod its adverse impacts on the general human rlghts

situation in China as well as in the autonomous reglons such as

Xnjiang and Tibet. Amnesty reported6

"tlnder thir legislation, defendants can be tfied \rithout waming,
without being given a cory of the indictment in adrance and without
nonficatioh of ,he trial being given to all parties concerned l.his
mean!, amokg other lhings, that defendants cah be lried v/ithout the

assistance of a lqwtel and v'ithout k owing exactly what accusations

they fdce unril their trial. The 1983 legislation also allolrs the
provincial high'col)tts - rather than the Suprc e Peoples Court - to
appruve death sefiences passed b! lower courts, so tfu1t, in ma4l
cases, dealh se$ences are conlirmed b, the high courts immediateb,

aller senlencing, and exeattions cafiied o t slraight after. "
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Role of Official Media
-\nother aspect of the campaign is the participation ol the of6cial
media. The official media in 1983 played a huge role in promotion'
and 'propagenda' of the campaign. Ir s..as the professed obiectives
ol_ L}e campargn ro discourJgc rhe feople rnto enrenng or committing
cnminal actrvitres. The cxccutions and trials of the cases were widelv
publicized by the official media. It was understood that offrcial media
were the mouthpiece ol the authorities. The media came out with
oew slogans and praising the police and judicia.ry for implementing
the campaign and protecting security ofthe people. Tv station tclccast
the executions "1ive", the perlodlcals promoted and explained the
slogans and calls of the senior party leaders. The radio stations
broadcast the executlons of the convicted criminals. Often the official
radios would ask people to be present at the firing squads in order to
vr'itness the executions.

The earliest feported participation of official media in 1996 rvas
the Beijing newspaper. The newspaper on 26 l{ay 1996 stressed $e
need to use the 1983 legislatlon to pass either hear,y sentences or
death penalties on serious criminal offenders. The same feeling was
broadcastby offrcialradio on 20June 1996. i\ month earlier the official
newspaperXinhua on 29 April 1996 also callcd on'Lndicialahd p blic
securlty personnel to satioully adherc to the ptitlciple of sevetely
and quickl! pu ishihg the c mihals."T

Amnesty International reported the role of official media as an
ageht ofgoveminent in promodon ofthe campaign. The official media
played tle role ofmofalteachers in shapingand iniluencing the public
opinioh oF the carnpaign against criminal activities. The media also
boosted thii morlle of police task force and Icgal officials in
undertaling the campaign.

"Intensiye, ahd at times neat hlsterical, propaganda has been
caftied out b) the state nedia, with daib, exhotanons ,o deal d fatal
blote on cfimi als so as to win a cohplete icaory in the srnke hard
cfackdoi,h. On i0 May 1996, the Chinese cefital r6dio sbted in
one s ch bloadcast: the crackdowh shows that in this divine land of
ours, all lavless ahd cfiminal acts... will be severely paished before
the sword oflaw that out repubtic holds high, me radio repor, cloimed
that the masses had shown an enthusiasm for the campaign stch d$

l"bodrcna

had na( been seeh in yea$, lt ddded: Let us continue to work hard...
so that ve cak wi, a co plete ictory in the crackdawn and our laws
'tt ill shine ih this spray)ling dtuine land ar ours. Centrd Broadcasting
station, Beijin& 30 May 1996, SN,B ,t June 1996, FE 2629 G /7" 3

Role of Judiciary
Howeveq it was quite apparent the launching of these types ol
campaGn vas never easy from the )egal point of liew It is believed

that the Chinese judges had a number of meetlngs over the matlers.

there was promotlonal support from the perty moqthpiece such as

Peoplet Daily and Xnhua,

"Ih fact, nany judicial ond administrative measures have also
beeh ibtroduced to e/fect a better publlc security enrlrohtueht. lhe
Supreme Court is tuulllhg owr tules to Net up juvehile caurlt acrots
the country to beuet protect, educate and reform ninat perpelratary,
as hikors afe becohihg an ever-grot1/ihg patl of lhe coltklty's
offebde$. Ceflrdl and locdl government! are ifii)esting tkore lh rcfiole
mollnlainous afeas to prcvehl hffiefi lherc ftobl growing opum, The

Mikisty of Juttice it steppihg up effotts lo rcctif, prisoh mdhagefient

fot effecnve refo 11 of ihnates and lo rcduce lheir rccidivism rule.e

The Campaign in many ways repeated the feanrtcs of Cultural
Rerolution i.e. mass patades, rallies and executions. In this campalgn
there were numerous rallies and public meetings i,1 cities ilnd tow,ls
to achie\re a fast and dramatic results of the campaign. Hence the
rallies were in strict sense a 'deterrent exercise' to the public. When a

mlly rms announced it u,as mandatory for the government emplovees

to attend. If a rally w"s held at particular region, the people of thai
locality must also participate. These were the requirements of the
campaign. The parades and rallies often seemed lilie the enactment
of the political dramas of Cultural Re,rolution era. Amnesty
Intemational reported one such in Hubei and Gansu Provir, ce.

"Namerous examples of summary) justice have beeh giwn b! the
state media. ln maxy places courts have held public trials to plonouhce
dealh sentences 'which vrete jollowed b)) immediate executions. In some

areas, local coltrts have held sltch trials joiniy. In Gansu province,

for example, the Lahzhou cit, ihtethediate peoples corrl and rhe

lAnzhou railway truhspottalion ihtenfiediate coutt held a joint open
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trial on 16 May at which 14 people were sehteficed to death and lhen

raken for immediate executioh b! fring squad. Gansu Daily of 17

\,Iay 1996, in S\Xts, 12 June 1996, FE 2632 G/3.

"In Shanghai, the No.l and No.2 municipal inlermediare coufis,
togethet with courts from three other districts, held public meetings
on 26 Mq) to pronounce ludgetheht in a hx ber of criminal cases,

including those of two me v'ho \,ere sefilehced lo dedlh and then

taken a )ay to be execfied ihhediately. Shanghai tadio on 27 May

1996, in SWB, 12 June 1996."10

"Amkesty lhtetkqtiokal is Wticula y concerhed that the polincal
duthotities have instr cted the judiciaty to speed up procedt res lo
sentehce offehdefi, including those liable to the death per@hy. Thi!
mdy rcsult irl hdn)) niscaffiages o/jltstice. The organisalion is also
concerned that the pressure put upon the police ahd judiciary to crdck
cdses 

^hd 
speed up ptosecutions may fesult in incredsed use of lo urc

to jorce confessions. Tens of lhousandr of crl/hlhal suspecls have
beefi aftetted since the start of lhe campaigt."

Success?
The "Strike Hard" campargn of 1996 lasted for four months from 28

April to 31 July 1996. In assessment the campaign drew different
version of resulis. To the Chinese authorities it l.ras by far a successful

campagn. Bur to many r:ghts groups the campaign was seen as a

violatron of many fundamenta.l humao r@hts, particrlarly in Xinjiang
and Trbet. On the propaganda front it was a successful campaign

while the gound tealitres showed a different picture of the Chinese

sociery Ren Jianxin the fotmer President of Beijing's Supreme Court
said on 30 June lC96;

"the strik hatd campaign had yielded unexpectedly good res ts,

but was norr entering its vttal third phqse. This would determine ho l
long its achievehehts t ould last, he said. Ee called oh local
government and Comm nist P.trry offci.tk .rcross the co ntry to
strengthen their involvement in the campaign and step tp propaganda
aimed at mobilising the masses to Jight crime.'ar

!'Execution Frenzy''
However, to many of human rights groups the gross violation of

lntodt(hok

\.
human righs exceeded beyond their estimation. It is a videly helcN.

beliefthat achrat figures ofthe ptisoners executed underthe campaign

are oot knoun. ,{mnesty concluded that

"The li ited nunber of reports available so Jar shows that at least

a thousa d people have already been executed, but lhe real numbet

is lil@I, to be fdl highet- Frcn 28 April until 27 June 1996' Ahnes\)
btternatiohal recoliled 1,0)1 conlfirled dealh senlences. Ol these,

oeer 800 were ofrcially conlt eil lo have been immediatel, executed'

and over 160 others are blown to have been passed without a rcprieve

(In Chi a, tor e deqth sentences orc hdnded do\r fuith suspe sion

of execution fot two years, following which the case is reviev)ed lo

deter ike whethef or hot execufioll is carried oul Since lhe slarl of
lhe strike had camryigrl, howevet, Amnest! Intemdtlonal has rccoded
only about tao dozen cases ifi vhich death senlences v1)lth a tu)o'year

reprieve were passed.) afid Ior tyPes of cfimes where the execulton is

i variably carfied out shortly or immediateb) aftet lhe sehl.nce ls

pu b li cly announc ed. " t'

However, the ftgures cited above ate based on the liinited number

of rcports available to Amhesty International, it is also belleved by

human rights warchdogs that figures onlyrePresent a fraction ofactual

numbers of death sentences and execuuons. Amnesty Interhationa.l

believed a real statistics of executions carried out so far ih campaigh

is fat more than 1000 cases it has recotded.

The former Chinese ?residentJiang Zemin defended the campaign

during the 1996 re-launch said on November 28 199713 "Frcedofi of
speech and expression is totall! different fiom the atterkpt at deliberute

attempt lo create chao|, endangering the safety of govetnment

Despite the success of 1996 campargn, cdme loomed back apin
and gradually reached a peak in 1998 China faced arother period of
social insecutity and then the "strike Hard" Campaign proved a failure

for the second time. The need ofanother launchwas felt and discussed

widely among inany criminologists in China The launch of "Strlke

Hard" campaign fot the thid time loomed very imminent The launch

of thc 2001 'Strike Hatd' campargn had frnally begun



Chaptet 2

The "Strike Hard" Campaign of 1996

There are few known facts and recofds on tle "Strike Hard" campaign
of 1983. Horvevet, it rsa well known ftuth that the "Strike Hard"
campaign of 1983 \l.as the fiercest crackdo\ryr on crime in China.

In eatly days, the campaign vas used as a 'genuine' aotidote to
discourage people from indulging in ctiminal offences. It could be
asked why the rampant crimes do not prevail before 1980s. Perhaps,
at that time Mao's China rms headsrong in Cultural Revolutionu for
ten )ong years (1967-1977). Even before the Cultr:ral Revolution the
rigid scene of economic equity among ttre masses may have left no
toom for the emergence of disadvantaged population and hence there
was fewer criminal activities recorded.

The 1996 Campaign
It all seemed to start with Deng Xaoping's opening up of Chinese
economy lnto ttre era of Liberalized Chinese Economy. The era also
emphasized, "To be rich is a gloty". In Mao's China this idea was
toully shunned and forbldden. The fast and stupendous economic
growth experienced in last two decades also produced some of the
serious social ills and ptoblems that are affecting Chinese society
today. The N{idas touch of nervfound rvealth wzs not distributed
equally among rhe Chrnese people. Partrcularly, the wealrh was
expenenced only in tJre coa"rzJ porr ciries of China such as Shanghai

and Guandong As one offrcid expressed concerns on this new trmd:

"The dramatic social change takihg place in Chiha is producing
a growing disadlantaged pop lanon, he said, hotihg ahst this is likely
to gi|e fise to undefgfoufid violent gangs ehgaging in illegal activines-
Dealing with the sociql issue of a disadvantaged porylanon will not
be eas!, last as in man! othet countiet, ihcluding developed co ntries,
Wang warhed, but he poihted out that the Chinese govemment ahd
academic circles have becohe f lb) awarc of that"ts.

lhe'Sbike at1" Cahpaigi of1996

\lany criticisms poured in on this unequal share to whrch Deng
famousll replied, zllov ralr/e a e ta get ichr,.f,'ff'l l-ater the newfound
wealth was accompznied by the growing soclal problems such as ttre
rising crime rates, thef! homicides and mafia lil,e activities of criminal
gangs operatiog more often n\an ever before. The cilmina] activines
uodetmined the social security and in the beginning of 1990s it
rocketed to a new heig}rt. the Chinese authorises sensed an urgency
to act quiclly and decisively to curb the cdminal activities.

1996 mrrked the beginning of yet another launch of "Strike Hard"
Campaign. The formerPresidentJiang Zemln made a call for'obvious
progress' of public order in the next two years. Then on 28 Aprll
1996 a nation wide anti-ctime campaign was launched.

"The anti-ctime campoigh - termed "yanda" ("stfike hdtd" ot
"severe crackdown") - is primaril! aimed at t a|ot ctlfies, such as
mufder afid robbery, and crinikal gakgs. It has led to an
nprecedehled huhber of executiohs sifice 1983, whek a sit llat

natiohwide akti-crihe campaign resuhed th thouNdkds of summary
execxtiohs ih less lhan thr.e t ohths. The cuuent campaign B beihg
carried out in the sat . y/ay ar the )983 cdfipaign, \)ith the stdte-tuk
nedia fully nobillzed lo publicize anests and ewcutlotlt on a dail!
basis, ahd lo exorl locdl leaders, pollce and the Jndiciary to "swtftl!
ahd severel!" pukish offende$ talgeted th the cdmpaign."b

There was a renewed urgency for the launch ofcampalgfl as study
from the China Criminology Socieq' reveded, "Accotdihg to olfcial
statistics (2001) qihes registercd b! police for inyestigatioh last year
(2000) tuse b! 50 percent oyet 1999. Gafig ctines with Mafra featurcs
handled by courtt qcross the couhtry \teht up seyen times, $,ith h\any
involving high-fahkihg Party and goyemmeht officials. And the
number oferplosionr increased by 2.6 tihes over the past tv)o decades
(1983-2001)."D



Chapter3

The "Strike Hard" campaign of 2OO1

On 4 April 2001 China launched the thitd "Strike Flard' Campaign.
The then PresidentJiang Zemin officially named it "Strike Hard and
Rectification Drive." He also called on law enforcement bodies
through the People's Daily 4 April 2001 to mal'e "obvious progress

in public siluatioh secuti\) in China ih the next rwo yeats". He
explained the objective of the Campaign 

^s 
"tong tenn ende^'our to

dchleye the uhit ate goal ofl proving Chinab pxblic tit atioh ih the

The crimes in China seemed to follow a certain pattem and trend.
In early 1980s the cnmes rose up after the opening up of Chinese
economy by Deng Xiaoping Then in thc mid 1990s when Chinese
economy entered a boom period and crime rose io an unprecedented
scale, By the beginning of rhe 2000 era China was rockcd by oficial
corruption with the nexus of thc tycoons and senior Party and
Government officlals. According to China, all three "Stike Hard"
campaigns of 1983, 1996 and 2001 wete a harsh res'ponse to the
criminal activites of two decades.

In the beginning of 2000 criminal activities greatly increased and
once again China faced a major explosion of crime. The activities of
underuorld mafu. were rampanr and loomrng large. i\tuny erperts
sad rhar rhe recent em(rgence of gang crimes and explosions are
only "the tip of the iceberg'. On 4 June 2001 People's Daily came
out with this repor-t.

"Accofding to olJicial statisflcs, crimes registered by police for
ihvestigarion last ledr rose b)) 50 percent over 1999. Gang crimes
v)ith Mafra features handled by courts across the cotntry went p
seven tihles, with many inyolyiflg high-ranhng Party and ga,ernnent
olfcials. And the nunber of explosions increased by 2.6 times owt
the past two decddes. "

7h. 'Sbike Hold Caupotg of2001

Researcher and criminologist \\rarg Dawie from the Criminology
Society said ':All stgns have indicdted that China is at its fuutth crine
peak stnce 1983 when the countryS lrst 'strike hatat'campaign was

As per the existing crime situarion ir 2001, the ,,Strike Hard,,
campaign focused oo tlree major kinds of crimes:

[. Gang crimes with mafia featr:res
2. \'iolent felonies involving explosives
3. Mao slaughter

4. Robbery kidnapping and thefts

I\{onths after the lauhch of the campaign an explosion rockcd
China's nothern city of Shljiazhuang ln N{arch 2001 killing atound
108 people, Foursuspects were arrested immediately and ni,re ofiers
belicved to be involved were detained. Xiao yang, the presideht of
Supreme People's Coufi said, "The drive ls not ah expediekt rcsponse
lo lhe rccekt series of explosioks ahd other yiolent c net, but a lokg_
tcr ehdeavor to achieve the uhimate goal of imptuving Chtnd b public
otder silualion in the future."te

Launch by Top Leaders
Xiao Yang the President of Supreme ?eoplet Court in Beijing orr 3
Itay 2001 called on courts to carry out a nationwide crackdo,fin on
gang crime and other economic and business relared crifires, During
the meeting attended by the Presidents of local courts he ashed the
courts to intensi8, the crackdorvns on criminals to imptess them about
the importance of public safety. He specificdly referred to gang dime,
violent crime such as explosion, homicide, robbety, kdnapping and
thcfts. He also made a bold announcement that officials who try to
shclrergangs or talie pan in crime qillal.o recerte "er.ere punr.hmenr
according to the Jaws.

ln the 6rstveel of l{ay, the fotmer PresrdentJiang Zemin called
a high profile meEing rvhere he asked for intensifred efforts to mahe
thc public safer. The top judge )iao Yang also included other crimes
such as tlr emsion, foreign exchange fraud, violation of intellectual
property rights, production offake, shoddy products and derelictions
thnt rcsultcd in hajor accidents in the production.
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There was an obvious emphasis paid to &e Chinese economy

that was entering its critical phase of boom period. Xiao \-ang stressed

that the courts viill strengthen the battle against crimes committed by

companies, institutions and organizations that cause harm to the
economic order of the nation. Regardless ofthe preyious two "Stnke
Hard" campargns, the law enForcement bodies v,rere qxte determined

and confident of the improvements on operational mechanism of
society and cairyrng out tough crackdowns on crimes. The anti-crime

specialist !trang Dawel sa\d, "China is highly probable b reverse its
wo$e ing crime situation in two years".u(sic)

Swift Executions
In April 2001, China vitnessed a record number of executions. The
central authoritres in Beijing issued directives to intensifr the "Strike
Hard" campaign agalnst crime. This was immediately followed by

thousands of atbiuaty arrests and a record number of er<ecutions in

matter of few weeks. Mthin April and earlyJuly of 2001, 2960 death

sentences were carried out and 1781 executionswere confirmed. This
scale of cxecutions was unprecedented since the last "Strike Hard"
campaign of 1996,

International Outcry
The swift nature of surnmaly trials and swift executlons received

wldespread intenational outcry and many human rights watchdogs

phrased the campaign as 'China's execution frenzy'. The campaign

turned to be very controverslal from the beginning as it u,as deemed

to violate intehational human rights laws. Amnesty Interoational
Briefing lHutna4 Rights in China in 200f in August 2001 described

the campaign as 'A Nerv Step Backwards'. The report" surmised

Detelophents ih the huhah rights situatiob in China over the
past -few onths feprcsent a hdjor set bacL for h$man righls and lhe
"rule of law", and a new step bdckwards sihce the deteriordlion in
human tights rrhich ttarted in late 1998. Irr 200l, rhe Chinese

a thorities have continued to show wiltingness to adhere on a pro

forma level to the intemational hu ak dghts regime - notqbly by
rutfling the lhtematiofial Covehant on Economie, Social and Ct urul
Rlghts, ln February 2001. At the same time, how.uatt thr! haee
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p rsued dorfiestic poli{ies res lnng ih serious hum.m rights riolations
on a large scate. "

Dilemma of Judiciary and Attorneys
The Judiciary in China often faced enlgmatic situations such as

whether to piease higher authorities by deliveting qulch and srvift
results, which meaot violzting the proceedifigs o fa farr ttial, or protect
the legal system to ensure fundamental hu:nan dghts.

The Chinese lawyers face a number of bureaucratic obstacles in
assisting their clients. The law enforcement bodies such as police,
officials aod courts reportedly view lawyets' involvement as an
unnecessary hurdle in the scope of securing fast convictions for the
alleged crimina.ls. Lau,lers and suspects are grahted very short and a

limited number ofmeetings during pre-tnal period. La,rJers ate a.lso

required to brief police. The possibility of police terminating the
meeting would be high if )au,7ers did not observe the protocol laid
down by the police. The lawyers'access to documen,ts and material

evidence were often restricted afid even denied, In many cases t)re
judicial and police authority charged exorbitant fees to get copies of
documents. These scenatios undermine the legal ptofessionals in China
and the faitness of judiciary and the rule of lar,,

"Under such citc mstdhces, the possibilities of Lliscattages of
lustice ahd the execxtion of innocent people arc inmenle. Police dnd
prosecuon hae been urged to ctrt comefi, afid fiot to "get entahgled
ih lhe detail", so as to achieve "quick dpptoval quick arrcst, quick
trial and q ick resulrs". At meetings to preparc for "Sttike Hatd",
lautlers were rcpoTtedl! called on to cooperate with the police an.l

lrtosecution, ahd not to hold up the judicidl process. ",1

"Courtr also boasted of their speed qnd "special prccedurcs"
during "strike hard". Courts in Shahdohg province reportedly held
on averuge of 65 critiihal trials every day fiom l0 Aptil to 25 May
2001. Courts in Suqian city, Jiangs prorihce, reported'nat
procedurcs xfider ylthich they completed full judicial proceedings in
qh average of 20 dals - ah exdnlple which wqs wideb) prcmoted in
lhe ollcldl nedia;'
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Violation of International Laws
Accordihg to legal experts the campaign violated many of the
international laws related to death senrence. Some offrciats $.ithin
China rer.ealed the amounr oF pressure on rhe iudicial and la*,
enforcement bodies. Amnesty Inrernational report shows official
concems within the Chinese judiciarT system.

"Ofrtcial leports o11 the campaigh rcreal a total absence of
concefh for intefnatiahal norms, which require lhat the most careful
judicial procedures be followed in death pe alry cases. These reports
indicate that prcssure was put on the police and jadicial authortties
to qchieye "g1.tick fesults" in the campqign, ihcluding by curtailihg
judicidl proced rcs, thus gruatl! increasing the potentidl for
miscafftdges of justice, arbitrar! sehtencing and the execu(ion of
ihkocenl people, "l3

Convictions under the Campaigu
Accordrng to rhc naUonal snrisucs rhe convrctron rates of crimes
between 1998 to 2002 \r?s 99.1%. The high conviction rate, raised
serious doubB about the fairness in handing out sentences to the
accused in such a short pcriod of time. Experts in various parts of
the world view that this kind of conviction rate can on)y bc possible
ln cases of increased detention and arrest, restricted access to legal
representation, the absence of a presumption of innocence before
being proved guilty of crime, extrcine pressure on police,
procurarorare and courrs to secure convicuons,

"In the lfit ten ohths of the cahpdigh, courts throughout China
tlied 162,822 clituinal cases involying seyere threats to public order,
and 12,915 casls.that seriousl! .lamaged market ordea sentencing
210,779 and 15,915 crininals respectiwly, the criminal la*yer Mr
Xiao said. "

As in 1996 the "Strike Hatd" campaign of 2001 too had
orimerous cases of governmental interference, a chief cause of
concern for international bodies monitoring China today. The
interference was more sophisticated compared to the 1996 campaign.
The overt interference ofgovernment contr.adicts the claims ofhigher
authorilres who claimed that the judiciary in China was independent
and without any external pressure. During the 20Ol campaign, most
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ofthe courrs:nd t-he law enrorcement bodrFs\. e-e rhoroug\11 br.er.d
by the authorities before they crried out the campaign.

"At meetirlgs to preparefol "stike hard", lawers were reportedly
called on to coordihate with the police ancl prosecution, and not ta
how up the judicial process- Police and prosec tors \tere urged to
c cornefs, a d not to "get entdngled in the detail", so as to achiere
''qdck dpproval, quick aftest, quick ttial qnd quick results".
F;xanples of elJectiye inplementation of these instrltctions v)ele given
in the ofricial tredia. Ih Hunan province, police boasted of "solying
3000 cases" in two ddys during a "Sprihg Thunder" opelation cdtted
out fiom 23 to 25 April 20A1. lh Sichuan plo\)ifice, police rcpofied
they had 'cracked" 67A4 cosec in six dqts, incluiling 691 mwde$,
robberie$ ot bornbings, apprchending )9416 peopte from 19 to 24

Under such circumstanccs it was difficult to ascertain whether
law enforcement bodies- lavyen and po)ice personnels cafficd out
operations based on valid cases and circumstances or they simply
carried out the operatlons fot the sake of pleasing hqher authorities
to receive pe$onal favors. Mahy of tlese actlons in reality ended up
in settling oid scores and opportunity to sefte interest. In this way
many of tJre victims ended up as scapegoats in the hand of those
who wielded authodty and power

The Special Case of Falun Gong and N. Korean
Asylum Seekers
Otficially the campaign was described as a measure to remove
domestic crimes however the campaign actually violated many of
the intemational laws and conventions enshrined in the United Nations
Dcclaration such as the right to practice ones religious bellefs. The
violations rvere also permitted in the case of crackdowns against Falun
()ong spitiual movement and the tefugee determination procedures
in the case of forcible tepatriatron of Noth I(orean asylum seekers.
.,\mnesty Ifl temational reported:

"Ik Wtiaiat, the altthofities haw ldunched a new "str*e hatd"
cdrnpaigh against crihe - hich led within a few weeks to a rccorcl
ntfibef of exealions, mah! of them believed to have been carried
ottl dllef tunhary trials. The! have stepped up the crackilo ,n on the
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Fal n Gong spiritual movement, reportedly satcaiohihg for the first
time the widespread use of violence againrt itt rhembefi. 1'hey also
lau ched a he14 \,]aee of drrest and forcible repatriation of No h
Korean aq)lum seekers, denlikg them access to any rcfigee
determinatiok procedures, in brcach oJ the princtples embodied in
the l95l Refugee Convention lo y1)hich Chiha is a State parry. In
addition to these majot developments, repression of disrcnl has
conlinued, new restrictiohs haw beeh imposed on the nedia, ond
rutmerous incidehts of arbitrur! detention, torture and other human
rights violations have been reported acrcss the co htry."

The case of government lnterference was the allegations of
violence against Falun Gong spiritual movement. The crackdowns
and violence against the Falun Gong practitioners were'State
sanctioned', The testimonies of Falun Gong practitiooers revealed

that centfal )eadership formed a 'special government task force' set
up jn Beijing to lead a carnpaign agzinst Falun Gong spiritual
movements, The "office 610"'5 issued unwritten instructions allowing
officials and law enforcement bodies to'go beyond' the legal

constraints to condrJct campaign against the Falun Gong practitiohers. '

The authorities also issued instructions of proving them 'clean chii
or discharging them of Iegal responsibility ifa Falun Gongpractitioner
dies in detention due to beatings, In one of Amnesty paper over 250
practitioners were reported to have died in custody since the spiritual
movement was banned in July 1999, half ofwhom died in 2001 and
many of deaths that resulted due to ill-treatment and torture rvere
officially reponed as 'suicides'. Amoesty further states

':A,mnest! I\lemational is grayel! cohcemed by the alleg.rtions
of state sanctioned viole ce agai st Faluh Gohg practinoners. The
organisqtionb concerns aboul the goyerhmeht\ campaign against
the group include lhe arbittary detehtioh of thousands of
pructitionels- y)hether in "studj classes", regltl@, detention centres
or labour camps, unfair ttials, and kumerous alteg.rtions of nrnre
of detained pracnnoners. Actiye attempts b, ofrcials to covet up or
destrqt eyidence werc alleged in a ldrge number af these cases. This
included reports of hast! crehation of the victims before relanves
could see the bodies ot before autopsies could be performed, and the
delention of people who sought to publicise informarlon aboul lhe

.*
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death ih cnstody olrclakves or.fiiends. In the JAce of a body of credrble
evidence, fficial rcsponses in man! of these cases, rcjecting outright
all allegalions of torture and ill-treatment, \rere both uncon'''ihcing
ahd ifladeqxate. "

Campaign Through Rallies
In the beginning of the campaign officlal media were filled rvith a

new slogan "Killing chickent to scdre the monkeys". lt marked the
launch of rallies and parades on a massive scale. Rallies and parades
,rere integral pat ofthe campagn both in 1996 and 2001. The rallies

of 1996 have a limited success and therefore it could be tle reason
for introducing it again in 2001. Comparative)y, the rdJies of 2001

were far larger in scale against the rallies of 1996 as this Amnesty
report says it "Not for man! yedrs hNe fiass nllies and sentencing
beek seeh ok thit scale. Like other "Slrike Hatd" catfipdlghs beJbre

il, lhis crackdowtl is unlikel! lo have a lasling impact oh Chikdb
grov'ing c e prcb|em."

The earliest repotted executiofls carried out in mass rallies took
place in Shaanxi Province between Aprii and May 2001, It is to note
that a criminal who committed small offence could face execudon

under this campaign ahd he/she most probably be paraded atd
cxecuted at the rallies. It is for tlis reasoh that there had been numerous

rallies during the 2001 campaign, Amnesty repotted that 1,800,000

spectators attended the ially.

" Executioks weft caffied out all over the counlry) for cfimes ds

divefie as bribety, pimpihg, embezzlement, ta, dnd ihsurdkce fta d,

robbihg of petrcl, selling harmful foodst ffs, drug offences, as well
as violeht ct mes. Mosl executions have taken Place aflet mass

sehtencing rallies in fiokt of massive crowds in sports stadiums and
public squarcs. Rallies in Shaahri ptovince in April and May were

rcpottedly attehded by 1,800,000 spectaton. Tens of thousands of
arrcsted suspects ahd thousakds of othets assigned without charge

ot ,tial to derer?tion ih "re-ed cation rhrough labout" camps \rere
also paraded at these rallies. Those sentekced to death were also

?araded thtuugh ,he steets past tho sands of people on their way lo
lhe exec tioh groind."x

"lrunlcalb), spotts stadi ms were the last places whete many of
thots condemhed to death 'were taken, to be subiected lo tilual
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humilicttioh in front of large croitds, just before being executed. In
the past stadiums like the BeiJingb lltorker:' Stadiun, which mq, be
used as the Olympic football vehue in 2A08, haye hosted such nacabru
events. Other conde ned prisoners are paraded through the streets
past tho sahds of people on the way to execurion by firing squad in
neatby lields ot couttldtds- ",

fehs ol thousands of arrested suspecrs and tho sands assigned
to "re-edltcation thtuugh labour" withotrt charge ot trial have also
beek subject to public humiliation at "sehtencing rallies". ln ,fiost
Chinese cities, inyited qudiences, orten humbering seteral thousqnd,
afe requircd to attekd such rallies to leatu to obey lhe lav a d the
goyethmenL Oke falb) ih yunnan proyince was reporkdl! broadcast
live on state televlsiok and 1,800,0A0 spectators are sdid to have
altended rallies ik Shaanxi in April ahd May 2A abne."a

Organ Harvesting
The practrce of 'organ h.rrvestrng, from the executed prisoners under
the Strike Hard Carnpatgn vas a commoh practice. This pmctice was
repofted in China, and hot in Tibet. However, the aut_horities in
China denied the practice despite convincing testimony from rhe US
State Department. Kurt Samson, a Upl Nledical Writer, one of the
earljest doctors who worked in Chinese organ transpJant hospital,
discovered that he was a tool of China,s heinous activities and left
China. lle has since been a vociferous campaigner of anti-organ
harvesting In June 21 2001 l|F\rq \Yashington has this written
testimony over the practice of organ selling business in China.

"Prisohefi ik Chika who arc conyicted of offehses that wo ld
balely catry pfiso-n sehtences ih the West are being exec ted so that
their body'orgaii,'corneai ahd skjn cdn be haleested qnd sold to a
lucfatiye trchsplant tfiarket, latynakers rere told Wednes&ty. The
Hoase Conlmittee oJ Intefhational Relatiohs Subcomnitree oh
Intemational Relations and H man Rights heard Wesome ffitpersoh
ctccounts oJ otgqns ahd skin being rehoved, sonetimes ,hile prisohers
snll showed signs of life, and sold to beheft ,he ,nilitury and menbers
of the Chinese elite'\3o

According to eyewitness Wang Guoqirl a former surgeoh at a
Chinese Army hospital, described how he participated in harvceting
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skin from executed prisoners. He sa,id, "Security qncl courl units
mutinely received e velopex cohtaihing cash after each procedure "

"Acqairing shn from exec ted prisoners us ally took place
arcund the najol holidays ot during the Strike Had campaigns when
ptisoners would be execrted in groups, " Guoqi told the panel. After
hcwimessed a botched execution where k-rdneys tere removed from
a prisoner and the bodysentto the crematorlumwhile still"half alir.e,"
hc asked his superiors for another post 

- 
a request that was denied.

Guoqi left China in the sprlng of 2000, at which time,he said, "they
utere still hafvesti g organs.froh execxtioh sites,"

As many as 1000 prisoners were executed every year in major
citics ofChinaand orgaos were sold to the international buyers, foreigrr
r.isitors and \.ealthy Chinese. In certaln cases cltizens from United
Srates traveled to China for kidney transplants. The otgan hatvestrtg
business was weilprotected. The nature ofthe execution ofprisoncrs
rvas already pr€dicted by what kind of 'org,an' drey are going to rip
rrvay from him. As this report illustratesi'

"This doc ekt rtdtes thdt those who arc sektenced to death dre
lo be executed l,rlmediatel! b! means of shootlkg," said Rep. Ileana
I?os-Lehtihen, R-lrld., subcommittee chdirpetson. "We will heat
teslinohy abo t how lhis tra/tslates into a shot to the heart if comeds
aft heeded and a shot to the back of the head for other otgans.
Fohiilt hernbe6 of the executed plisoners are forced to pay for the

Harry Hu, Executive Director of the Laogai Research Center,
hlman rights organizatjon based in \filpitas, Ca1ifomia, once told the
prnel before becoming a US citizen of his personal experience ir,

Chinesc prisoo.

"I srynt 19 lears ir the Chinese Laogai camps, a place vhere the
rpdce between _life ahd death is often paper rhin," he testified.
''l lorcw that if I had died in the canps, tk! lAthib,ltoald never be rold
of nt fate. My orgahs t'ould haye been harvested for trunsplantation
lnto the body of so eone else and then the rest of me tossed into c!

lrrnace as wasle to be disposed quickly."31
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Harry Hu reported that China's "Strile Hard Campaign,"
launched in 1983, allowed 'rapid administration of justice' and heaw
sentences For offenders. Duringthe lastStrike Hard Czmpaign in 1996,
the execution rate soated to a record of4,367, he said, many ofthese
prisoners' otgans were gathered and sold.ra He further stated that
harvesting of organs from the execured prisoners proceeded mtirelv
as a 'State owned, controlled operation'.

Harry FIu explicates and exposes the entire system from court to
the final ripping of organs where Chinese officials play an integral
role:

"This begtns in the couttroohl al judges and other corfl ofrcials
pforide fot speedy atdJudication of cases and rapid tut over of dedlh
sentence appeals to ehsufe thal a prisohet will be ex.aied al the
optihal ll le to harrest an oryah for the waiting patieh,," He lnrlJllet
notes "Court ofrcialt ofleh infottl doctots wheh they pass dorw death
sehlehces, alefting theh to cohtact the ptisoh tb ake a match for
transplahl pdtients. "st

Patriotic Re-education and "Srike Hard,,
The 1983 carnpaign wr-s against crimes, in 1996 it became against
"spllttist activlties" and the "Dalai Clique" under thc massive banner
of "Patriotic Re-education" campaign and in 2001 it was against all
expressions ofpolitical dissent. However, it is important to note thar
'Patrlotlc Re-educatron' of 1996 launched with the "Strike Hard"
campaign ]n the same year were comp)imentary to each other. Both
have similarities lh their manner, implementetion and in content.
?atdotic Re-educatlon' became a channel through which the "Strike
Hard" carnpaign ivas implemented in Tibet.

There was a persistent amblguity over the relationship bet\yem
"Strike Hatd" and '?atnotic Re-education" campaign. Some observers
say "Patriotic Re education" was an attefldaflt of "Strike Hard"
campalgn. This contadicts the official stand because the "Strike Hard"
campaign was \,1thdra.!vn on 31July while "Patriotic Re education,,
appeated in the later half of 1996. Horvever, there were ooly two
possibilities, in one case "StnLe Hard" campaign and'?attiotic Re
educatiori" were two separzte campa.rgns tlat hzppened to be launchcd
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in dre same yeat ot in another case they rl'ere complimentary to each

other. Research studies showed "Patriotic Re-educatofl" as a separate

campaign with a s eparate political o bjectke i. e. 'A.ntr-Dalai" campalgn

(denuociati6n and opposing Dalar Lama in so called his 'spllttist
activities') It is now seen for many years that monasteries and

nunneries in Tibet were the bastions of political dlssidence. It was

there that the "Patriotic Re educalon" Campargn was launched mainly

to achieve political indoctiination in monastefles and nuoneries.

Flence, this report maintains "Patriotic Re-education" a kev

componenl of' Strike Hard ' campaign.

The report concludes that "Patriotic Re-education" as a channel

through which the "Srike Hard" Campa.rgn was launched. This refutes

that the Chinese authorities in Tibet have no )egitimate 'excuse' to

put their hands into leligious affairs. The "Patriotic Re-education" is

a euphemism. 'Patriotic' suggest not being loyal to one great

Itotherland ideology and 'Re-education' is an implied cotrection,
Through this euphemistic term Chihese authorities seemed to sell

thc campaign to the larger intemationa1 audience who were watchihg

Chinalery closely. This political move was only to gain a'leg:timacy'

to carry out the campaign that was expected to atffact strong
international criticism. At the same time the legitimacy the Chinese

authorities gained from the "Strike Hard" campaign against cdmes

had helped them to cover the "Patnotic Re-educatron" under the

lcgal shadovr In the ultimate assessment those monks and nuns who

rcsisted the'?atiiotic Re-education" were dealt harshly by the "Stdke
Flard" campaign. In this respect both of these campaigns are

complimeotary to each other.

Work Forums
Thc change in the course of the campaign had actually taken place

<luring the third \Yotk Fotum on Tibet on July 1994. There was a

rchtionship bet*een the poliry implementations charted out ll1 Work

l,orums on Tib'et and the "strike Hatd" campaigns of 1996 and 2001

'['ibct Information Network (I-ondon based human nghts monitoring

org.ahization on Tibet) carried out this report on Chinat Tibet \0orh

llorumi.
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"The Fir$ nbq tyotk Forutn was held in lg80 dunng the peno.l
oi liberulisation following the CuLurut Revotution, an.t the second in
1981. Both the First and Second Forums were inlhenced by party
moderates such as Hu yaobang and set out telanvely liberal policies
Jot Tibet wot k. The Thid Tibet Work Fotum, held in tgg.t following
the larye-scale dehonstrations of the laae 1980s, criticised previoui
Tibet polic! for being too libeftl anat naking too hany concessions
to Tibetah nationalists and el/ectively htlect out the possibility of any
"Tibetahised" Jbrm of deyetopr ent. Instead policies laid dowh at the
'l hird Foruh t)erc dirccted at the integration of Tibe! into lhe wider
Chinese economic tmd culturul model. The Third Forun fulb endo\ed
the polic! offast-track ecohomic de1)elopment and .opehing ap",
tesulting in the moyement of Chinese migrant y,orkers and
enlreprekeurs intu nbe| and narked both an olfcial end to noderate
pohcles disctltlllnating ik hvour of nbeah cuhure ahd rcligioh aad
lo an lncreasing role for Tibetans ih goverhr eht and the economy.

'l'he Foltrth Tibet Work Forum prcyides a central mahdate fot lhe
policier cutrehtly being inplehehted in Tibet, along ylith brcad
guldelines that TAR leaders ahd officiats nlust follo\e in all flthlre
work and projects I'lans laid out in the TAR Tehth Fi\)e year plan
dnd rcceht speecher b! nbeti leaderc vere alrcad)) closely ih occord
vtllh the Pafl! line subsequeni! set out at the BeiJihg hreetihg_ llhlike
he fhid Foruth, which matked o maJor shfi in polic! fiorh rhe Firct
and Secohd Forurhs ik rcspohse to eyehts in Tibet, the For h Fotuh
appears to ehdofie the geheral policies lai.l down at the 7 hild Fol n
ahd lo can! them fortatd. Development retuc1il1s a pliority and the
Pafty lihe oh Tibelafi culturc and rcligion coktimtes to stress the heed
to ihctease control and to profiote a "Marxist outlook', on c lture
ahd religion. Jiang Zemih saicl at the Foa h Forum that it is importsnt
to "strcngthen the .administratoh of rcligious alfairs, strike those urho
se religion to cdrry oltt splittist crininal actiyities, and vigoto sly

lead Tibetan Buddhisn to adapt to sociatism." (Xinhua, 30 June 2001).
The Dalai Lama letfiains the priue target -for olficial a acks on

It is openly acloorvledged by the authorities that the economic
development ofTrbet is both a politrcal as well as ar economic issue.
The former Chinese PresidentJiang Zemin and former premier Zhu
Rongji borh made the political priorities of developingTibet's economy
clear at the Fourth Tibet Work Forum. The former premier Zhu Rongji
said,

The shke Had canPaisb o/200l

"The special supportive methods and policies adopte.l b' the
Central goyernment to ards Ttbet are not only in consi.leration oJ
'libetb parnc lar di-ffcuhies. Looking at it from the perspecti|e af
prolectihg the unity o:f the hationalitiet the hity of the atherland
and $are securiry, fiese nethocls ahd policies qre the requirehents of
hbetb situation and lhe heeds af Chinab o\)erall sitaation."36

"Strike Hard" Campaign as a Political Tool
Beijing's obsession rvith t\xo mantras ol 'Stability' and 'Development'
became Jiang's famous 'dictums' on Tibet. Beijing rvas convinced
drat the political dissidence in Tibet could be countereil by economic
prosperity and eccelerated devclopment. This indicated Beljing,s
'carroi as a new strategy against separatist force, It also came handy
xs China undeFffent economic gro\r'th and made giant strides on the
dcveiopmental front. But there is more to tie'face value'in Tlbet.
\lany pundits believe that it is to attract thc iflflow of investmcnt
t'rom the investors from Ntatnland China into Ttbet. It is also the long
time interest of encouraging and escalating the influx of population
trrnsfer to Tibct to facilitate the 'Sinicization' of Tibet.

An article in the Tlbet Daiy on the 5th ofApril 2001 recognized
ccrtain priorities.:?

"The annive$aty ptoylded an oppottuniry for cadres and the
, asses o.li each ethnic group to further recogkize that conlprehensfie
and coordihated social, political, ecohomic o d cubural develapfiefit
tn Tibet is the grcat victot! that comes fiom ihtegruting the ethnic
policy i plenented b! the Patty ytith rhe actual cohdftions in Tibet.
lilhhic idenlitl dkd culture, particularb) rcligion, are pottrq)ed by
llctling as obstacles to develop eht, and the focus on the l7-Point
,4*feement anniversar! underscores the olficidl prenise that the
tnlcresls of nbetuns or minoriry natonalities are the same as those of
th! Hak Chinese".

Itr thc final assessment, Chinat policy over Tibet since 1990s

dcNpitc its propagand4 aimed to accomplish:
) r\n acceliration of economic progress and development
I Transfer of ethnic Chinese migrants
! Strcngthcning of absolute control or.er rellgrous institutions
)r Cr,rrbing of splitust folces or pro-jndependence activhies
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> IntensiFying borde vrgilances and the ideological u,ar apinst
the Dalai Lama.

These policies have a direct link to the call made bv Presidcnt

lizng Zemn to direct "Strike Hard" campaign againsr political
dissidence in Tihet.

In Tibet the "Strike Hard" Campaign rvas more dirccted againsr
the sensitive politrcal actlvites rhan against criminals. On dre othcr
hand it became an ideal tool to implement their objective policies in
Tibet, Bven the fact that the campaign had harsh measures to those
who refused to comply.

Landmark Political Events
There were wo landmark political events that had a lasting impact
on the "Strike Hard" campaigns. First, therc were ihe massive political
uprisings in 1987, 1988 and 1989 that compelled the cen tral )eadership
in Beijlng to reverse lhe liberal policies on Tibet. Second,the
confcrmcnt of thc Nobel ?e^ce prize for Dalai Lama in 1989, rhar
gavc him rvidcsprcacl international popularity and suppon for the
Tibctan cause, At the same time intcrnational communirics vere
cxcrting strong presslrre on the Chinese government to resolvc rhc
Tibet issue. These resulted in a renewed separatist political mor.ement
in Tibet and the over haul of massi,re turn around ofwor)d opinion
on Tibet lssue with China losing steam on rheir propaganda on Tibet.

For Beljihg it became a challange to deal with two fronts with no
cleat politicd strategy. The "Strike Hard" campaign just provided
that idea.l ground to carry out harsh crackdorvns on elements thich
pursue polltical dissidence. Ir also emporvered authorities to infiltrate
the supreme authonty of Dalai Lama in rhe religious institurions that
automatically chellenged the Chinese authoritl over Tiber It also
established the new politco-religious dimension rvhere there rvere
two 'power base' \flthin Tibet. On one side Dalai Lama commanded
supreme influence on Tibetans and on the other side is China's political
stranglehold over Tibet. In such political sceflario a nerv political
campaign was lurking imminent. The launch of "Patriotic
Re-education" campaign and its tull force had fina y begun.

The 'Snike Haftl'Ca paisn af2A01

"Patriotic Re-education" explained in simple words is rhe
government interference in the religious instrtutrons oF Tibet to
introduce political education ln monasteries and nuflneries. The
campaign was caffied out bv "work teams" rvho were but,poiltical
doctors'. Soorr the state owned newspapers came out wth a ner.v

rlretoric or slogan- "C1tfiing offthe setpeht's head" ot jhe Anti-Dalai
campaign'. -fhe campaign was to introduce tr{arxist outlook to
Buddhism or reshaping of Buddhrsm to suit the needs oF socialist
Chin;.

In cady 1996 the 'tohe' of thc "Stnke Hard" camplgn grcw grim
:rnd serious. For tle first time authorities started accusing the Dalai
l,.ma and the supposed anti-Party high Lamas. Thls statement frorlr
the authoriry indicates

"lTJhose who nake use ofreligion to ihtelfere with administrutive,
itdicial, hdttial, educdtiokal, and othet rocial alfairs, especially lhose
trho lake adydntage of religious reasohs to split the country, must be
teverel! crucked down upoh accotdikg to law"

The "Stike Hard" campaign byits legalsondard cannotbe applied
tlircctly to Tibetans rvithout crlminal cases. Buddhism and Tiberans
kryaity to Ddai Lama is not enough to justi$, the campaigr. Thelt I
nronth later on May 6 1996 the new rhetoric called ,,patriotic Re-
cducation" campaign was issued. The "Patriotic Re-educatlon,,
cxmpxign rl?s first launched in Nlainland China and then in Tibet.
'l hcrc appeared to be a po)itical ploy behind the timing in the launch
of "l,atriotic Re-edr.rcatjon" campaign because through it th€
rrrthoritics could presenta perfect reason in interferingin rhe religious
rnstitutions. The "Strike Hard" campaign cannot be applled against
|cligrous institutions and it was therefore "Patriotic Re-cducation,,
crtnpuign meant for educating monks and nuns ptovided ,legitimacy,

l(,r iruthorities to lay their hands in teligous instirutions. On l5 ipril
l0r)6 Tibct's newspapers announced the complete ban on the plctures
ol l)ului I.ama. On \Iay 6 1996 the "\\,.ork teams,,arrlvcJ at the
(ilndcn monrstery to remove all the photogrzphs of DalaiLama that
rl(leal up in a violcnt and fierce conltontation berween the monks
nn(l folicc.
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"fT]he Dalai Cliqlte, togethet with some i/esterh poeers hds

continued to spread couhter-revolutiohaty activities which hdve

alfected the unit! o.f the Motherlahd. In response, China adopts the

follo'tri g plinciples: Sl ke Hard against Spliltisls; Moinlain social
secutity bt plthishihg rcactiohary cihihak; Oppose lhe Dalai Clique
dhd safegudtd the Mothetldnd: Protest dgainsl splillisl plopaganda;
Puhlsh the couhterrevollttiohar) act ities in accorddhce \)ilh the
Chinese constitution and charter "ra

The operation of "?atriotic Re-education" sho,red its own
trademark style of opemtion. Fitst the Ptesident or Prcmier u,ould
launch the slogan and guidelines in the State media. This was followed
by Party mouthpiece such as Xinhua and People's Daily newspapers

to reach en masse attached with an official propaganda. Then the
propaganda department would catly out the work of "Ideological
l.:randing" of'target' as 'bad' and 'enemy' of Party and thc,l
'legitimize' the actron to be taken against them. The t]tird phase will
be task carried out by hrghly armed and ttained police patrols such as

Public Sccurity Bureau @SB) and People's Armed Police (PAP).

The "Pariotic Re-education" had now become a viable channel
through which the "Strike Hard" campaign was lustified and made

legrtimnte. It was the fo(nal opening up of cracLdowns oir religious
ftont including the unspoken targ€ts such as high Lamas. The campargn

tookplace 1n September 1997 as this finding report on Anti-Splittism.'

"I Septembet )997, Chika anhornced lhot "work-teahs"
cohd ctillg "Pdttiotic Re-educatioh" Cdhpaign had co,|ered I,780
of nbetls 1,78q monastelies and temples and 30,000 of the 16,0(n
lohks had rcceived "re-educatioh". th December, reed cation

erpahded belohd the hohasteries to ahe gekeral populatioh. This
campaign, launched in May )996, is the latest iwlallnent ofmmerous
programs to reeducale Tibelans inlo accepling their designanon as a
fiinorit! group within the big family of the Chinese motherland."

The report from Gu-Chu-Sum (Organization of ex political
prisoners of Tibet) argues a similar opinion on dre complimentary
nature betg.een the "Stdke Hard" and "Patriotic Re-education"
camapign.ao

i*

The Stik Hard Caupaign of 2001

"Ihe work teaus are cohlposed mainly of Public Security Buredu
(PSB) ofrciak- Some ol the team members arc nbetun, but most aft
Chinese. The tea s lead extended reeducation sessiotls, olten three
or lour days a week fot thlee months or more. The teams' main goal!
arc to ifuntify and expel monks and nuns the! deem unpafiiotic dnd
to exlract loyalty pledges -froh1 those rcmaining. "

Those who remained in the monasterT hed to rake loyalty pledges
to the Party a$d to perform the 'unthlnkable' act b)asph emy accordlng
to their Buddhist faith. The pledges are as follows:

1. ,{gree to historical unitt of China and Tlbet
2. Recognize Chinese appolnted Panchen Lama
3. Deny Tibet ever would be independent
4. Denounce DalaiI-ama as a traitor or spljttist
5. Declate opposition to sepatatism

The authroities stepped up the 'infilffation' of monastaries and
ntrnniries and encroached monastic life. Monastic life was monitored
through arbitrary violations of privacy and through i,rtimidation.
'l hc lrrork term'personnels carried out "re-education" in monasteries
rrrndomly and often the features of the 'struggle sessionC of the
( )ulturalRevolution are quite common. Any kind ofslght dlsapproval,
rlispleasure and disobedience lead to arrests. Not a slight act of dissent
rvus tolerated. The Tibetan Cenffe For Human fughts and Democracy
hud previously reported similar case of polltical educatlon by "worli

'' Ngawang Tharchin, 25, fionl Drep ng Monastery contradicted
o work-leah member 3 statemeht that nbet $,as part of China sihce
tlrc liong dynasty. He contadicted the work+eamb yersion of Tibet s

httlory ok lhtee other occasiohs and once criticized a team merkber b

laek of knowledge o?t the sxlbiect. me work-team me bers arrested
dnd senlenced him without trial to three years of'Re-education thtuugh
l,ohot'At last report he is currentb) held ih Trisan Prison. Glaltsen
f1thl, aboll 20, also a Drepuhg onk, was arrested around the safie
lln|, Gtoltsen challenged the wotk-team to pm\)ide unbiased rcco s

AN hltlorlcal eviderce to prove their versioh of history. He lecelved
lhtla.yoar I mpfl sonment. " I I
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This repon from TCHRD shorr.s the intensiq' of the '?atnotic
Re-education" campaign afld the Tibetan protest."

ChallengihB the workteam is kot the only reason for which tonkt
ahd nuns are arrcsteal. Two nuns at Raeteltng kmtenlihg mnnery in
Lhasa, yeshi Palmo and Tehzin Yeshe, wete both srrested durihg tt
Patriolic Re-education session. They receNed six-)ear sentences for
pastlng wall-poslets and are now in Drapchi Prison. A wotk-team
arrested Gendun Gyahse , the caretaket monk at the maih temple of
Sakya monastery (Shigatse Region) at a political meeting ofi Augtst
2i, 1996. The tedtu had /ound pictures and casse\es of the Dalai
Lama when they searched his roo . The police rcleased him afer one
treek and the r,r'othleam expelled hihl liom the mohaslery. Therc arc
many stofies llke these. ?CHRD has conducted an update on August
12, 2004 on the tuo ks and huhs expelled fiot t Mohasteries dnd
Nunneriei under the "Patfiotic Re-education" cotupaign and fotnd
out that oyer 19,)33 has since been expelled."

The Trbctans found rhemselves rn a very dfficult position. Eitlrer
they had to comply with the Party to commir re)igious blasphemy or
to leave thc monastic life clandestinely or out ofcompulsion. In manv
cases rhey preferred to flee. Eitherway Beijing's purpose of destroying
Tibetan Buddhist culture r/r"s served. This TCHRD report illustrates
the dilemmas faced by the ttrousands of monks and nuns in Tibct

"The rceducdtion catfipdigh k the authorities' tool for cohtrollihg
Ttbel's religiotl. The! see rcligiok as a political problem and
hofiastefies ds cehtels o.frebellion, Some rcrigh rathel than dehounce
the Dalai Ldtia dnd sot le lee dftel a detfiohstrdtioh or pastihg posters

.t {:
By the end of the 1997, nearty all of TibeCs monks and nuns

$iere rre educated' and "work teams" periodically yisited them to
ensure tle rcompliance'. Having achieved a Iimited success, the Partv
expanded the scope to other areas; In December 1997 the "vork
reams' rnfrltrated inro zgrrcultural communicies, towns, ciries,
government orga.ns and schools,

"The onlrs of Sahdrublikg monqstety repottedly resigned en
masse and closed the doors lhemselyes rather than sign a denunctalon
of the Dalal Latna. In cohjuhctioh wllh the canpatgn, thj a hott clt

.*

The "Shike Hatd" Canpaisn of 2aal

tmposed d mihimum age of 18 for adnission to the monasteries- All
nonks and huks yoanger are $ mmatib) erpe ed 4' the wolk1eams,
ar are all those affested or sltspected af splittist actiyities- At the encl
of the session, those tho sign the pledge rcceive red identity catds
and can remain in the mohastery. Those who doht sign get blue ot
grcen cards and are hcked oul Once expe ed, the! cannot join any
nlher monastery. "'2

The Thitd Forum convened in 1994was a turniogpoint in "Srrilie
Flard" aod "Iatriotic fu-education" campaigns, As this report shows

"The forum, composed of Chika's top leaderr publishecl ils
.lireclives in a docur eht ttled as A Coldek Btidge Leading ta 6 New
lia. The docufiext identtfed Buddhism as a big tock in the roacl ta
tllot bridge". The o tcone of the heetng as ohe top ofrcial desc bes
''A nunber of rcligious ihstitutioks haye been used at times b! ct fev)
Itcopk who harbor sihister tkotives to plot agathst us and hole become
co nler-revolutionary bates. The inJh)ehce of ofi enemies in forcigfi
cofihl/ies, especiall! the "Dalai clique," ts ilipping into the
tonageries of ow rcllglon morc than evqt " The Parry deterhlhed to

uke greater cofitrcl and requlrc d declarution of loraby rtom every
nnnk ahd huh. "lle mrst enhance the admlhictrdtion oJ the
t,nnaslerie\ especially of those ffoublesofie ones.. we tlust choose
$,cll lhe nembets of the Democrutic Mdnagement Commiteet so thal
tl t! lmlfiolic derotees.,. who hdre authority oy* the motlaiteries,"ts

the Peopleb Ddily commanded to commence the refashioning
of fibctan Br-rddhism to suit the needs oa Partr ro 'facilitate ihe
rlcvclopmenl of Tibet:

"Tlbelah &ddhism ust selfrefonn... thq) hust adopt themselves
lo Nuil the developmekt dhd stabilization of Tibet--- Religious tenets
o l faclices v,hich do not compl! with a socialist society should be
chqngcd." The canpaign to 'eliminate' Dalai Lama from the .face o:[
llhaldn Ruddhisn was la nched for the fr$ nne. It ttds ftst repofied
ln O comnehtory of Pafty mouthpiece, Peaple's Daily Novembet 2A,

1995 "Only by adopting a clear c t stand in vagihg a struggle against
lfu Delql cllque to totally wipe out his inltuence cah Tibet enjq) a
lonl tatn tublliry ahd cah Tibetan Buddhis l establish a nonhal
llllglo t otdcr ln a better way.-4
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The Thitd Fotum envisioned a 'straregy' of what the.v called
"Broad masses of people" to declare their 'loyalty'to China- In
Novembef 1997 the Deputy Secletary of "TAR" ParOt connittee Ragdi
announced oh regiohal television "we must declare a total wa4 in
thinking ahd theory and in the ideological realm on ,he Dalai Lama
and his separdtist fotce."a3

According to China's own statemeo!{ the party claimed that some
30,000 of Tibett 46,000 Buddhist monls and ntms have teceived
'reeducation' and 1,?80 of TibeCs 1,787 monastenes and temples
have been covered afld infiltrated by work teams. However we are
not very sure of the statisucs, it is possible that China may exaggerar
the figure to suit their propaganda and to please the higher authorities
in Beijing

In another teport h confirms that the combination of "Strike Hard '
and "Patdotic Re-education" could continue for much longer duration
as the(e are grolring evidences which suggest botl campaigns were
incorporated as China'.s loflg term policy on Tibet as this reports says

"Chlha's ofltcial hewspapet rcported that the rcedacotion
campaign could cohlin e fot the nexl lhtee to lve years. Regadihg
lhe widened scope of the ca pdlgfi the head of the nbebn Ethnic
Religious Cothtkittee declarcd, "Il the pattiofic teeducation is carried
out okl! i/t the te pler, then lhe instability will continte."o

One writer sums up about 'Anti-splittism'

"fhe cutleht 'anl-splittisth'cathpdigks are the rcal fieasure of
Chinab commilwnt to human rights, afid ofits policies on Tibet. ryhile
Jiahg Zeilin saii he expects to see positiye changes in the Dalai Ltna
and lool.s fotwdtd to a di.tlogue, Jiakg! police 6re imprisohihg and
brutalizihg Tibetans who dare sihpb) to keep a photogaph of His
Eoliness. So lohg as the Strike Eard ahd the reeducation cdmpaign
cohtlnue, Chinab prcfessed reforms will remain simply a p blic
lelations campaign b! the thosa marderous dict.itotship in the worldb
histort."4

Jampa Phunstok the present vice Secretar,' of "TAR'( Tiber
Autonomous Region) and the former Secretary of the Lhasa Ciry
Chinese Communist Party Committee described the campaign ni "x

-=._-:t".
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deeper anti-sepatatist struggle" that must be conunued in Tibet. To
one of the Chinese radio broadcast i11 Tibet on 30 April the Secretarv

Jnmpa Phunstok announced on 29 Apnl at a meeting in Lhasa.

He sid, 'Arrangement mltst be made at the immedidte launching
of "Srike Hatd" ca paigh in order to imprcve the social order in the

.iry." Itre also added "r, ere should be a renewed crackdown on criminal
aclivities, ittpfol)e eht oh the police by polincal fieans (rcference to
polilicdl ed&dnoh of sec fi\) persoknel dhd the sffehgthehihg of the

lmssrools orgdhizdti ohs.'

The official Party newspaper, the Xnhua published the address
by Zeog Qioghong on 4 Jul,v 2001 and a speech given by HuJihtao on
19 July 2001 to &e hjgh qualiry contingent of cadres to be sent to
'Iibet on sepalate occasions, These cadres v/ere well ttained with
professional expeltise necessary to carry out hatsh crackdowns in
'libet The speech has five 'must do' principles in delivering out their
rr$oins in Tibet It revealed the 'essence' ofwhat would soon become
thc gurdelines of the'Strike Hard" campargn.

Adhere to the correct orientation and hold position firm)y,
Give full play to Tibet unique admntages
Protect the unity among the cadres ofdlfferent ethnic groups
Share weal andwoes wlth the masses, find out their sentiments
Take effective measures, conduct strict inspeciions, and ralie

'rapid and resolute actions.'

The "Strike Hard" campaign of 2001 was officially launched or,

4 ;\pril 2001. The first wave of the campaign reached Tlbet on l,lay
2001. The Chinese authorities in Tibet under the directives from the
ecrrtr.rl leadenhip in Beijing called for a wotk meeting concerhihg
rtt'l)ility in Tibethcldon r\:lay 200l inwhich components of campaign

rvcrc rvidely discussed. This leport From TCHRD illustrates

"At a work heetihg oh socidl stabilit! ih Tibet, hed in the frst
wack of May 2001, specifc lules ahd rcguLttiolls were issued to dll
llvelt of courts in the "nbet Autonomous Region" to cart) out the

conpalqn furlher akd more forcelltll! anong the common pop lace.

tha filtutcr of the meeting, published in Tibet Dail! on 8 May 2001,

tllpllldtad thqt lhe "Strike Hard" scheme considers threat to the

l.
2.

3.

4.
5.
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hation's stability, mahslaughtet, robbery, arns-retated crines and thert
as main offehces. "

The moment the "Strike Hard" campaign was announced in Tibeg
tl, e campaign immediately took its political dimensions adding to the
regonal political sensitlvity of the autonornous areas of Tibet and
Xinjiang

Wang Lequan, the Party Sectetary of Xnjiang reported to the
South China trtorning Post on 30 lllay

"The Stike Hatd ca paign is a tutional cahpaign dnd different
Ngions haw a di/fercnt focus depending oh ,heir local situations. In
Xlkjiang, Sttlke Hatd is dimed at burglars, thieves and those
pafltctpaling ih tiol.nt crltues. But [a,e also have] lhe separatisls,
rcligio s exlrcmistt qkd terrorittt. These people are conspiring to
J e opatdi ze na nonal seaun ry''.

ll/hile the Strlke Ead cat paigt ih China focuses hdinly on crines
such as drug srfiugglihg, thelt and t tudea there is a strong polilcal
dimension to the cdlhpdign ih lhe 'natiohalily du tonomous ' areas of
Tibet akd Xihjiahg whete Strike Hdrd it tihked to the .ahti-splt ist
tttuggle"4e

The spokesperson of Amnesty International futther sald,.There
has beeh d pdtticulat focus on sepdratists ahd alteged terbtists in
Xh|ldkg duri g the Sftike Hdtd campaigh. As a conseqtence people
have been executed akd ik sofie cdses it hqt been uncleat whethet
thq) h6)e actually beetl ittyolved ih yioleht offehces. mey are mlikely
to hate hdd q ldir trial ahd thetefote there are likety to be miscafiiages
ofjusticer' 1

The Dalai Lama was the chief target of the "strike Hard , campaign
rn Tibet, It is in thh politiczJ rea.lity tlat political campaign of.?atriotic
Re-educatlon" was launched in monasteries aod nunneries. TIN 2001
reporr highlights rie inrensiry of czmpaign.

"The Dalai Lat a is frequehtl! blamed by Chinese ofrcials for
the incitement of "criminal actiities" ih Tibet. Ar article in the olficidl
newspapel Tibet Dail! oh 19 June said that the rising crtna rate ih

t
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Nagchu prefecarrc fh the TAR \ras partlj due to "the inlihratian of
th" Dalai cliquei splinis! ac riie\ tnto turul and pauorol arcar

The core of Chioa's "Strike Hard" a:rd ,,re education,, campaigns
is to force the monks and nuns to oppose ootions of Tlbetan
nntionalism aod to denounce the Dalai Lama. Those who refuse rlsL
scvere repercussions. As of FebruaqJ 1998,3,993 monks and nuns
rvere expellcd from their monasteries or nunneries, 294 were ariested
rund 14 deaths have been reported. Six monasteries al1d nunneries
were completely closed down. In additron, since the publicahon ol
the report "Closing The Door", TCHRD has leamed of the closute
of Rakor Nunnery io ToelungDechen County in 2002. This nunnery
situated 12 krn from Lhasa and.rhlch accommodated 80 fluns was
shut down foliowing the enuy of Chinese ,,work-teaft,, members to
conduct "Patriotic Re-education" sessions on l{arch 17, 199?. All
thc nuns were expelled following their refusal to comply wirh the
insm.rctions of the 'tor*-team".

In this rcspect TCHRD expressed glave concern over the rrature
irr rvhich the campaign r*as implemented in Tibet with specific hidden
xgehdas

"fhe prlhcipal arcd of concem for the Tibetdns otigindtes
cssehliall! fiot the fact that the campaigh takes a dfferefit form and
lbcus itt Tibet. Fot the nbetans, the "&rtke Hatd" cahpdign has alwrys
hdd seriolrs h rfiak fights implications. There have been nltnerous
ciJ',|cs of arfetts and detehtions, tottule ahd long-tefin l prisonment,

lir nerc exprescioh of support for Tiberdh indepehdehce dnd the Dalai
l.ona which the altthotities vievr' as "endangerihg stdte secufity"
dllbcling stability of the nation. Such ihcidences have more af a
l,olilical connolation than that of a criminal angle thereby
conoujlaging the real intent of the campaign".

The campaign of '?atriotic Re,education" under "Srnke Hard,,
cnmpaign threatened the yery foundatiofl of Tibetan Buddhism.
TOIIRD reported:

"Slnllarly, the ohgoirlg "Patriotic Re-education" in Tibet s
nllglo t lnstitutions since )996 demonstrdtes identical hission to
, ppnt$ pqlfioltc &ntimehts dnd outburst, and to mould the monastic
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comfiunity along the Pafllb cothmunist line. The campaign, bestdes
being a serious injlingement oh the rights of the nbetun nonk: and
nuns in terms of their belief, pracnce and allegiance, has resltlted in
ma\) arrests and expulsions,"

In Tibet there were also insta.rces o f 'rallies' witnessed under the
official s)ogan "Killihg the chickens to scate the r onkeys'. On 19

June 2001 Tibet Daily reported execution in Nagchu prcfecture under
the initial period of "Stflke Hard and rectification drive". The official
ne$/spaper reported Suoduo tle chief culprit of a criminal gang rms
executed on 27 NI^y 

^ft a public sentencing rally. In Nyingtri
Prefecnrre three criminals were also executed 'by shootiog'. Tibet
Daily in a sepa.rate article said that announcement of executions in
the official media were meant to serve as a deierrent to the s,/ider
society, TIN teport in 2001 carried out other reports of cmclidowns.

"A lhitd nbet Dail!.tticle on 19 Jike about the Strike Hard
cattpdign gave at1 account o/ the cohftcdtloh by police ih Shigatse
pfefecturc ofya ous lkdtetials including "8,180 kg of dlhanite, t,
920 neters of blastthg fuse, 600 kg of highly toxic Wsticide" and
'fout bonbs with steel balls [sharyheu". The Tibet Doily repon does
fiot lhdlcale whethet these lhdterials y)erc seized in connection wilh
posstble "spliftist" or othet crimihal acts. All ol these,kateridls are
drailable on the bldck ndrket ik Chiha. Dynamite ahd explosives
made o t o/fettllizer and at klo ia drc freqrcntl! $ed for illegal
hinikg akd road consttuctloh wolke\ also te dtnamite to blo$, p
rock falls jion landslldes. It is likel! that the reports of the sei^re of
these fiatetldls dre aimed dt hlghlightihg the achieyements of the
Shigdtse .t lhotities i, li e with BeijihgS Strike Hard policy.
"Explosio1s" trete listed by Jia g Zemih as ohe of the most sehots
ctimes to be taiieted in the nationwide Stike Hard cracdou,n. "

In Shlgatse Prefecture in rhe months of April, I,tay andJune there
were a rumber of major rallies and parades of pdsonerc. The chief
motive rvas to publicize the "Strike Hard" campaign. On 19 June
2001 Tibet Dariy reported, "B! the end of May,,he prefecture had
hed 13 public arrest akd publrc ludgnekt-ptonouneement meetings,
ar which -2 surpetts afid crtmtnals were publtcly atrested ahd
sentenced." 'lhese public rallies ate comrnonplace in Tibet and in
China where the attendance of local people were cornpulsory, Thcrc

-*

m. 'Sbika Hold Canpaign af 2a0l

wcre few accourts of rallies witnessed by tourists who .vrsltcd Tibet
:rt dre time. In one z.couit ofpublic ralh at Lhasa in 1998 described
to TIN by a tourist

"I sdw two Chi erc bl e tntcks ih c! con|oy of police whictes,
cach truck carrytng Jbur prisoners, heading y)est on East Detqi Lam_
'lhey had one prison qt the front of the cabin dhd three oret the
stde facing the s|eet 6t either side: each plisoner \ras accompanied
ht tuo soldiers who werc in f ll tiot ge ih camouJtage clothes ahtl
tfanspareht nask. At the:froht of each ttuck there was a mouhted

achine got with ohe toldiet stqnding behind the rhachine gun, In
llrc processiorl lhere were about 20 police motolblkes, some ytlth sicle-
cffs, dbout 14 mintvans dnd lye land-crulsers, and dt least S0 police
t)lJicers and 50 soldierr. The processiok &rned fighl thto Nlangdrcn
Lan abd stopped ik front of the harket, blochng the raad.,'

,\ TIN report of a tourist account is similar irr featurel

"The tourist rcpofled that a desk and mlcrophone were let up in
thc tlreet firith a ba ket ih Chlkese thdt rcad: "public Sentencing
Itally". "Six of lhe p tohe$ v).re brought dowk to grcund le|el and
then each of them was btuught forwdrd ds theit sentekce \)as read
n t," the to rist told TIN. "They \t)ere all handcuffed and at least ohe
hu.l ahkle shdckles. Ihe two ytho were lefl on the truclcs had a rope
t,n their heck tied to theit hands and the! weten't handcuffed. An
lrllicial behikd the desk read o t the sentehces ln Chinese Hundreds
ol people cane to see whdt wds golng ok but thete \)as na rcdctlok
.lhrn the crowd. lt \!as too dilfcult fot people to talk to me becduse
lhc lrolice had alrcdd, tried to tahe my camerd.''

Thc 2001 "Strike Hard" campaign in Tibeg was first directed at
lJrus:t Ciry then at Nagchu Prefecture, then later at Nyingtti and
Shigirisc Prefectures respeci'ieli. Berirngs long ',-. rrri 

"gy 
ro

controllirrg Tibetan Buddhist monastic tradltion ls a clever plot of
lcttittg the monastic tradition out oltle track and pushlng it towards
lltc t[ff, In old Tiber 90% ofmonks and nuns enter monaslc l,f. ,r
vory young age. Ihis is owing ro the kind of vast study they have to
utrdcrgo n $"y to become a successful scholar ofBuddhism to carry
oui I lifc long practice. China's new policy of entering monastrc life
lnll nfter rciching the age of 18 is calculated on very practical reasons.'ltt 

flbcttn parerrts un dcr this policy must then look ior an alternative
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path For tleir chil&en. The only viable option fof the parmts is to
send their children to schools and chart out their career, .t t the age of
18 they reach the stage of adutthood and haye to srart looking after
the domestic affairs. In thls case there is very little ctrance that the-v
would return to the monastic discipline except under exceptional
circumstances. N{ost like]y they rvould choose lay life than monastic
order. Through such pollcies the authorities are able to reduce the
number of monks and nuns entering the monastic tradition.

High Profile Cases in Tibet
The most pressing issue Tibetans facing today is the case of Trulliu
Tenzin De)ek funpoche implicated in a "terroisr ac/, under the,,strike
Hard" campargn. Trulku was allegedly convjcted of the ,explosions,

1n Chengdu clty on 3 Aptil 2002 rvlthout concrete evidences. I-obsang
Dhondup, another accused ln the explosions, despite strong
international appeal and Chinat promise of a lengthy and fair tial
v,/as swiFdy executed on 26 Jan 2003, Amnesty Intcmational covered
a case study on him under the p^pet "Executed according to kt\t',?
The paper focuses on the death penalty cases in China. ,\mnesty
International deiended Trulku Tenzin Delek Rinpoche.

"Lobsahg Dhondup dhd Tenzih Deleh Rihpoche

3 Aptil 2002 - Lobsahg Dhohdtq deldtned oh s*spicion of causihg

7 Aplil 2002 - Tenzih Delek Rinpoche detaihed on s spicioh of

2 Decetnbet 2002 - Lobrdhg Dhohdup sehtenced to death; Tenzin
Delek Rihpoche.igntenced to death st$pehded for two years

26 January 2003 - knzin Delek Rinpachek appe,t rejected, Lobsang
Dhon&tp executed

Lobsang Dhokdup, an ethnic Tibetah li.orn the traditionally nbehn
area of west?m Si<huan Ptuvtnce, ias'detahed on 3 Aprii 2002 h
Chengd , "vithin l0 hinutes" of allegedly detonating a bo rb in the
citlb main square, according to d report ifi the official press.(60)
Olhet olJiciat rcports claim he vas arrested l0 hou$ after the
explosion, \Jhereas withess statehehts claih he was detained at long
as h^)o dals after the explosions. He was clso eventuall! Chdnted

I :j_
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kilh "ca sing explosions" on seyeral other occasions since Januan)
2U0l m dillerent locanons in tetren Stchuan prc,vtnce Aea,n
however, oflicial rcports give canflicting accounts of the number af
h hlbs he alleqedl) .letohatecl. and rhen dnd nhere the e.rpto o",

Tenzin Deleg Rilpoche was detaike.t on 7 Aprit 2002 at his
nonaste4r in Litdng Cou t)t, Sichuan ptuvince oh suspiciofi ol
Nanning ahd suppl)rirlg funding fot the 3 Aptil 2002 explosion in
( hengdu. Ile was also accused of planning and funding severul of
the other bohbirlgs afifibuted to Lobsang Dhofidup.,(62) Both men
teerc also tuspected of and charyed with prodrcing and distriblttng
''spli ist" leuery and hdhdbills adyocatihg independence fot fibeL
tcpo edly Jbukd at the scehes of the blafis; Lobsakg Dhondle ,,.)cts

additionally chaged with illegalb) possessi]/,g arms and ammuiition.
N merous other people associated $'ith Tenzin Deleg Rihpoche hoye
hcen delaitgd, awected and sehtenced to pritoh or labo r cdfip terms
$ince his ihilial derehtlon.(63)

Ofricial repofts on the case claim both men confetsed to the
crines.(61) Both \iere held lkcomhuhicddo Jbr most ofthe eight-thohth
ptiod betueek detention and their eventual trial, dkd it was durihg
this pe od of ircomhluicddo detekton that Lobsdkg Dhandup ls
soid to have confessed under tolture. It is not knowh vhen lawyers
wcrc allowed acce\s to the hen. Olfcial repots clai both ytere
ulisighed h\alyets b! the prccwatoratq btlt the prcsence of la\ayers
tn cotfr fol sektekclhg at least has been deniad by members of rhe
n en's lamilies who attehded the sentencing heaikgs. Furthermore,
'lcnzin Deleg Rinpoche it knowk to haye been denied dccess to la.tryers
ol his choice, possibly due to the stipulatioh itl the Ctimihal Ptuce&lrc
l.aw on the heed to "seek apploval" before gdining access to lay)yers
ht cases involving "state secrets."

Bordcr Security
lhrrclcr security is one of tle sensitive issues under the campaign.
'l'hc major part of the information within Tibet is gathered- lrJm
'libctrns who escape rhrouSh r-he Nepal-Tibe. bordir. Dunng rhe
camp,rign the border rigilance was sepped up ,nd accordrng ro Tt:,
2003 rcport.

"Dwing the 'Srr,ke Hard" st ggle, the Public Securit! Boftter
l)dtinra unlt huhted dowk and seized a total of 251 people ttho arc
tnqllng acrcss lhe border anil captltled vdrious reactionar))
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Peoplewho are entering Trbct w;th dle material deemed poliricallv
sensitive 2re treated more hxrshlv end could end up in prisons. Chinat
much dependenrand tamed ncighbor Nepal is ufldere:*reme pressurc
to delir.er goods to Bcijing The Nepalese governmeflr has since rhen
deported many Tibctms rvho har.e attempted tle crossing In reccnt
times the Tibetrns $.ho retum to Tibet ate put undcr close vigilance
and in many c',lscs dleI are intimated on the $ounds oisuspicion. In
2001 TI1.N reported tightening contol along thc border areas.

''According to Xnh d seclht! penonals on the Chinese side of
the bo er haye stepped up the patrols in the Nangpa La pas\ as a
port of Stike Hard canpdiqn ...trucked and apptehended note than
2540 people trying to cross the bordet... d nng the Stnke Hard
campatgn, aJlicers and hen of nbetun botder patrol ntts haye to
brave freezing conditions and extretke disconfo l okler to can.y
out their duties af prcserving stability in the bokler rcgtons of lte

Thc Tibct l)aily, on 2lstJuln 200.1, reported of An csrrblishmcnr
of r "llc-cducation- through J,rrbor" Carnp on dre Irrcn Iin tlightny
in Ngari Orunry Thc otficial cxplani^tio1 for thc cstlblishrnent of
thc C;rmp, rvus thnt it would lrrirrg cconomic prosperir.! xnd socill
st'.rbilitv in thc,\$ri Prcfccture. In rexliry, ir is an indicxriorl oi rhr:
govcrflmcnt's iretd line policy in cr.rcking dou,n on flcelrg Tibctan
refugccs and checking political dissadc.rncc in drc rcgion. NgriCounty
falls in the toute of fleeing Tibetan retugees and those retufllirlg to
TiLret from Nepal/Indie. The neu'lv established facilit_v rvill enable
authorities to enhence their crackdown on thc Tibetafls more easih..

Chapter 4

Torture under
"Strike Hard" Campaign

\ltcr acqulring a'politrcal tone' in dre 1996 re launch rIc camprign
,r', r,cdi.,'!lI rook rrs imf.,cr on rho.e rvho " cr. .u. oeired ol polr , .,.

l,,rckground and its re)ated acti'ities. Thls report vindicates "ovar oxe
l nlh"d ofpolitical prisoners, fiany of them ntns cmd monkt, rcmain
tn t)ttson in Iibet. Most y/ere detained for peacel lU practicing their
rltgton or for adrocating iwlependence of nbet" ll

\l'lny have l.:een arrestcd ,Dd sentenccd to terms in prison lbr
rrrrclv possessrng chndestine documen!s, political litcrirhrre, Tibet^n
rr rtion;rl flags and pictures ofthe Ddar Lrma. Some othcrs hll, e bec,l
*.ntcnccd to 'reform through labor'aftcr short sum,niry rrials. l\Imy
,'l rhcm \uere also placed under terms of admirristrativc dctcfition
(kr)(^vn 

^s 
'Rc-education through Lnbo4 rvithout formal chargc or

trr,rl. trlany political prisoners, including several prisoncrs of
( ,,irsric,)cc, appear to have bcen deteined rvithout char.ge."s,

'l hc prison conditrons in Tibet are bclow intenretional stand:rrds
,rrrtl errrned the inlamy of having harsh trcatments and prisoncrs arc
l,,r.cd to Nork for long hours nr unlmaginablc conditions. Prisoners
tlrcivcrl inadequate lood of a r.ery poor quality. ,\s a resulr of
rrrrlrygicnic sanitations, prisoners suffer lrom r.atlous hcalth problem
rrrr ir us rliarrhea and digestile problems. The medical atenrior end
lr,.,rlth crrrc in prison is inadcquate. It is learnt from maav ex political

lJr'rsr,rrcrs thrt medlcation ,rc admi,ristefed at the latc stage 1\-hen dre
r lr,urccs ol prisoner's surlival is drm. Drapchi for instance, rvhich
lr,,rrsctl the Iargcst number ofprisoners ls said to hale a small clinlc
wrtlr orrly orc rcsident nurse but no doctor53.

'llx.nrrdical systcm has been biased and or,li, serious ailments
iIc trrlrr,r'cuhsis, livcr disease and l]dnev problems are attended only
,,r(fl(l( l[c fris{n) hospitrls. It his been reported that there ale no
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prevenlve health care measures for prisoneB. In many cases disease
spreads easily among the prisoners. The elderly or physicallv weal
ones are most i'ulnerable.

As per TCHRD recordes since 1987, rhere have been 88 kno$..n
deaths ofTibetan policnal prisoners as a dircct result of toture. ,{ll
of them died erther while in Chinese custody or afrer release from
prisons in a state ofnear death conditions, due to protongued torture.

The torture method in prisons violates the United Nations
Conventlon against Torture:

"Chika is a signatory to the Uhited Natiohs Convention against
Tofture, ahd has subthltted seyerul periodic repo s to the Commiltee
Agaifist Torture. Therc arc leguldttons goverhing the con&tct ofPublic
Securit! Burcdu and People! Armed Police (PAP). forture used to
coefce con/essiohs has rcpotedlt been 'prohibired,in China since
1958. Howeyer, it rcnaihs cotumonplace. Few pfisoners ih Tibet escape
tottwe dhd ill-tuatnefit; it is pafltculqrl! harsh during the early stages
of eultod! and lhtefiogatioh. Kidney and liyet oilnehls are common
among p soners as a retult o[kickhg ahd beatirlgs by prison guards
aihed specifcall! at these sensitiye organs. M.thy prisoners are also
bedtefi around the idce and head. Mahy report being bealeh with
lrhatever implefient a g atd or interlogator can lihd al hdnd, s ch
ds a log, a guh butt ot eve ifi one case, d tire puhlp.'{r

"Othef cofimoh fottls of torture rcpo ed by pitoheas dre the tse
of eleclfic shock batons, pafticularly ok sehsitive areas snch as the
ttouth akd genilals; being forced to stand in alrkvard Wsitiohs for
long periodr.dni being s spekded:from the ceiting by their arms.
Plisohers repoft beihg tied in agohizinE posifohs w h ropes dnd also
being forced ihto awkward posiaions u)ith the se of dhkte cuffs,
handculls ahd thunb cuffs- A great ahy prisoners s fer serio s
longietm phlsic.tl and p$,chological effec,s from ill-treatment and
lorture in detentiok,"rt

According to briefing paper prepared by TCHRD for submission
to the UN special rappofteur on torture prior ro his June 2004 visit,
the "Strike Hard" campalgn had permeated rhe Iives of Tibetans in
Tibet whose only cnme was to uphold to their conscicncc,

---L_

Ttturu ndet "Strike Ho Cdnpaisa

Giveo Chioa's record of torture ald the contrnued use, it h clear
rhxt China commirs acts of cruel, inhuman and degrading treatrnent
irn(l punishment ro\yards its people. In addition to well known lorms
l,l torture siflce the eady 1990s the methods of totture have become
I ss visible outrvardly because the Chinesein Tibet have become aware
,,1 tlrc forms of abuse ttrat leave physical evidence difficr:lt to deny.
'Ihc use of prolonged forced physica) exerclse and labour are
r'ustomaty in prisons and detention centres regardless of the ptisonert
l)|ysical cordition. Deprivation of food, warer, and sleep are routjnely
rrscd against political ptisoners such as ptolonged periods ol solitary
(onfinement and extended exposure to extreme tempemtures, Acts
Ilrentiorully committed to humiliate prisone$, inc)uding unnating 1n

lrrisoners' mouths and sexual assault of nuns have been reported.

ln a letter dated 10 August 2000, the Special Rapporteur advised
rhr Clrihese Government dtat he continued to recelve information
,u cr)rdingtowhich t]]euse of torture and other forms of illtreatrnent,
n pxrticular in Tibetand in r\e Xnjlang Uighr:r Autonomous Region
(XUI\R) is widespread. In fiat letter, and in addition ro rnethods
rcportcd in previous yeals, he transmitted inforfiatlon on,the use of
h'ithcd dogs to attack ptlsohers; the use of liye electrtc trires to give
(luttic shocLs, intet dlid, to the mouth and genitals; the insetion of
tttck:; or needles ,ndet the nails ot having fngetndilc p lled o t
r'tlll plie4; the hakgihg of prisonefi fioht a rail vtith one foot and
onc hand for 24 houts: the shoving of papet ihto the anus of detatned

lrr$ons ahd the setihg on Jire of thit pdpet' He transmltted futhet
ihfbrmation on 'lrisohe$ being mdde to run in the 'flying airplane"
l,orition, arms spread out and beht for-n)ard; hayikg their hands tied
hrhtnd their back and having them pulled up behind them, causing
lnlahlie paih: and on prisohefi being made to stand barefoot in the
xfi,w and havng cold watet poured over then tn freeztng rtnter

'forture occurs primarily during artests, in detention centres ard
priions. Detaioee: have reported recieving initial beatlngs lvith
whtlcver weapons are at hrnd including sticks, 1Ion bars and plastic
€ordr fillcd with sand. Kicking and punching are also reported.
Surpccm arc held in police statioos anyrvhere from a few hours to
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weeks. Torture and other coercire measufes are employed in o.der io
obt?in confessions and names oF aides or Foreign xssociates. In police
stetions, methods oF torture iflclude punching kicklng and beiting
wlth stlcks having nails, dog aftacks, electric sllocks and sieep
depnr.ation. In detcntron centres, Trbetans have been hcld for ser.eral
ycars without e judicial adjudicarion; either through admlflistr:tive
senrcncing or through prolonged periods ol pre tial derenlon thrt
cxceed thc legal llmit.

N{ore sophisticated methods oftorture are emploled ur detention
centres indicating exrensive tt ning in methods desigoed to cjrr:rct
information. Thesc methods rnclude: the Lrsc of electic shocks rpplicd
to scnsitivc parts of thc bodr irrcluding rhe genirxls, anus, rrrcc, fe€r,
moLrth and brcasts; the usc of handcuffs, shackle or ropes ro s.curc
prisoners in positions intcnded to mrrimise painl sclt' rightening cutts
clcsigncd to cut into the victiml skin; prolongcd perlods oa erposurc
b cxtrcmc tcmpcrxturest c](rcndcd periods oI iolirery conlinerrcnt;
bcurg maclc to dopt cxh^usting physical postures, rncluding smn.ji,r€
t-or hours on cnd; and bcttings ro rhe kidncys nrrd genitals rvith r
vxricty oi ir)strLrmcnh includurg strcks, iron bars:rnd plasric cords
rlllcd with sund.

Oncc a sentencc rs ptssed (through judicial, admrnisrratrve or
^rh.r n-enn. . ,or hrre ,s emp)oi cd rlrrough force4 LL,.ur rru , s. r r. .u,
e,<tended perlods ofsolitary confinemcnt, lack oladequar€ tbod, denial
of medical care, and torced blood and fluid exrraction.

Refugees rvho are caught coming back from India or Nepal are
reported\, treatqd much more harshh and recerve longer sentences
than those \vho are caught trying to lcale Tibet, according to lormer
lnmates. Tibetans rvho havc served sentences in thc Nerv Reccption
Centr.e or et Nyari pnson in Shigarse report Lhat mosr indil.idlrals
caught at the border ser-ve a prison sentence of thtee to frve months,
receive beatings and torture reSularly (most commonh being hitviih
an eleciric baton), and must perform hard labour, usuallrroad burlding
in and atound Shigatse.

hnure utuler 'S//ik. Ednl' Ca Nisn

N)ima and Nlidroo joined the nunnery in 1992 when
therc.,vere 130 nuns. Howetcr. rhel.couldri sra) for
l,,ng ir the nunnen rs Lnrlr were arresrd b) pub|ic
Sccurity Bureau offlcjals for protcstiflg egainst thc
( .h rnc se gov ernm cnr and were .ubsequ endy renrcn ced
to live vears ifirpriso rent.

After their release from prison and escape ro lfldia,
thc f ibdan Cintre for Human Rights and DemocEcy
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"The nuns were depressed and anxious about their fale.

In order to protest the curtailment of religious rights.

Nyidron and I, aloog with another nun, Nyichung, secIetly

crossed the hill separating Lhasa flom Phenpo Counry on

fbot and reached Lhasa oo the noming ol 22 March 1999.

Three of us straight away proceeded to the busy Bekhor
market and shouted slogals ca.lling for "Freedorn fu Tibet",

" Chinese out of Tibea" and "Human Rights in Tibel".

Barkhor "PSB" officials immediarely took us into custody

ond detained us foa 4bou! fifteen minutes in the local
Detention Cenfe. We were lhen shitted to Lhasa Cky
PSB Detention Cerke in the easr of Lhasa and kept in
separate cells for intenogation. A team of PSB officials
was sent to tho nunnery in Phenpo County to search for
any incriminating evidence. The officers, on ransacking

our qurrters aDd other nuns quarl€rs, found a pamphlet

calling tbr Tibetan Independence in I neighbourinS nun's

quater. Suspecting a huge undetcover protest, the tbree

of.us.were beaten, had boiling waier splashed on our
bodies, were lalhed with belts and our bodies rvere pricked

with cigarette butts. In September 1994, Lhasa Peopte's

lntermediate Court sentenced us to five years'

imprisonment term on charges of"counter rcvolutiona(y"

ibtl{l ;1. Wo continu.d to be detained in Cutsa Detenrion

ContF for ono y!0r ond fivo months, [n August 1995, we

wot! f0nllorad to Drsprhl Priion wherc a new unia for
fomolo plldod grfuonorll hsd bccn built which housed

uound rlrl, lnmoton. On rcdching Drapchi Prison, we

wcrc mlda lO tloffonn cxcrcise drills and studyFison

ChapterS

Sept 11 and "Strike Hard" Campaign
ll,, rrLlt and the scope of "Strikc l-tirLl" Campaign cherged

' 1 , . , , . , r . , l l ) . r r , r ' l , o ll .,nd rl., ub eq rcnr '\\ rr ,n 1,rr, r

, rrrp.Li{r. -\ singlc cr.ent changcd the entire u,orld opinion on
,r'.Lrrr,rtr(nrs rvho employed tcrror tactics to jusrlfv rhcil freedom

\|,)|rhs liricr the controvcrsirl brc cmprion' bill u,as prsscd ln
| , st.rr rrr I Iorrse to stril,c back on tcr.tor organizanons rvithour anv
1,r r,,L rrron. The rvorld of popu);rr lolcnt uprisiigs rn Xrrjimg rvas

, ,r t,, Lrndcrro I major politicrl shift Lt en cvcnr cornplctcly
lr, ,.r rrrt to thcm,56

l thc wtkc ol tl1e Se?t iber l1 auncks on the llnited,\tatc!,
t l||,1 hdt lottjlched tt, ovn trrt on tetnr. lleit)ng no\,,) labels os
tt i tt,flst\ thost \rho dre ./lghtng _/or dn tndcpendcnt state in the
t, t l N t \trtn Noyincc oJ Xtnltang, \|hich the sepdrottst[ coll' lhrtern
lutl' \hlt Ihe goyenlnpnt consrcler.\ these octiyists part o/'o nettrotk

"l Ilt't')tnttonal L\lomtc terw, \1)tth.litnd lgJton n1e Mi.tlle tia}1.
tttr,t ,! tn Pdkistan. ond cotnbat expe cnce in Chcchq\r dnd

lrr the suLscquent rveeks xlter the S€pr 11, rhc a,1ti separxiist
rlrr t,,rrr r.,rs pirched up and grom increasingly r.ocal amongst the
l, rl.,rhrp ur llciimg with the Fbreign N{uristrl Spokespcrson Zhu
It u ql l,.r, cl,rinring of proof linkrng Uighur frccdom mor.ement u.ith
tlrr trrrrl| roinrl phrasc "tsin ]adin cliquc". In related to the rhfto11c
,,1 .rnrr s( puriltisi nvo people were exccLLted rnd manv others
r.rrt|rrr rrl to jrrrl.'fir tlris politrcal phenomenon, Dru Gladnel; a Centrel
\rr,r r.\lxr] lt the -\sia Pacific Ccntre for Securir{ Studles rn Flew i
h.",1. /7,r,r' /ho/|r:hry ta B?4uel hant ta Mk: d.tvonor, at ht,
ttr nrrr ttttt LtnLl c lcon house ".57

I Irtrrcr'. thcrc rvls ;r rvidespread international outcry on Beljing
Llnri'( ,r,( l,l.r,r.'lrr',,rr rhe \\iI or Terroi s.,id t-rd, Cho,a. .t..

I'rr"kl,rrr ,,1 rlrr \\';rslrington based Uighur amencan Associaron



"Stuke Hahl" CahpdiEn: China!' ctu.t.lat a potnxat di\i.je,ce

wrnts to take advantage of the global r\ar on tcrrorism to leqirimize
irs indulgencc in Llling, torturing and impnsonlng Uieh,rsi., the
.cJc oi rhe rrprec:ron or rlrc L gl,ur mirronn d..rv rlre , ,e rno" or
many human rights rvatchdogs. Durlng the inltixl stages the penragon
snubbed Bcijing lbr lrking lcvcrages of the US ..\\ar on'Icrror,,. Latcr
ln Octobcr 2001, I,rcsident Bush wtrilc \.1siting Shrnghai fbr a reqionil
r:mmrr rv.rIrc.l rl,c ,cqrr- rr.rrg ,rr.r-.1,-ur Lbc' ,u . rr.tda!.,, o,l
minor;rics. In otder ro g.in the supporr of global counrfles fbr rheir
wlrr irl Irirq US Deputy Secrerary lirchard ,\rmltage visited Chrna in
m,.l 2u01 .,r,1 .rc..Jr.l .r )orgsr,nding Ctrirc.. Cem -J ur I.i
decltration of East Turkisran Indcp€ndencc Novemcnr (ETI\q xs x
"Terror Organlzation".

Itr the history of Xinjiang pcople, pcrhaps the most populxr
updsing sincc rhe esmblishment oF t,eoplc,s ItepLrblic of Churrr rv:rs
in 1997. It was thc period of violcnt bomb blast, poliric:LI
assmsinrtions nnd protcst ngainst the Chinese nuthonries rlut k)o
.l.rrirrg rhc un-eorrrg i-nkc H..r,l e.rrrp,rgn ,f tror,. T\c t-..rrrrc,
Chincsc Prcmicr Zhu I{ongi'.s rcsponsc to thc 1997 ufrising rndicarcs
horv thc Chrncsc rcSimc rrc,rrs rhc Uighur peoplc; Zhu oidcrecl rhc
Iocal Chincsc rruthoritics "t<; usc ln iron fist;Lg;Linsr Uirhur xnd othcr
scpnr1tists (Til)fiins)." This rvrrs tbllorvcd by reprcssive rncrsures
llgainst ihc Uighur pcoplc.rnd for rhc first timc m.rnv human rights
wrtchdogs ancl the rvcstern mcdir nrrned thcir rrtenrion ro thc rcmote
westcm regron of China. Not only did the local Chincsc authorities
curb the political dlssidcnce but also control their religiorrs institutions
and mosque, rvhich of late crme undcr a severe crackdown ltnd
r.igilance.

"As noted above, Xtnliang hds seen pariadic anti-govemment and
separatist prctests and governnent replesstan tn rcspo re. The
evidence is contradictory as to',rhether the pRC has takn adwntage
oJ the siruation to rntensily reprcssian m the rcgion snce Septenber
11. Annesty lnternational reports that 'there has been an overau
intensrfication of hunan-rtghts .,)iolarions Iin Xrnjiangl dnd a
ctdckdown on separunsts". More thdfi 2500 tuspected separatists
haye been detained, and Westem medja rcpa s thdt nat on[] acnvisls
bul religious leaders are being targetecl. Therc haye been sewftll
accounts of erecutions of Ughurs for polttical cnmes in the honths
after September 11. "

Sept I I oh.t tlre -Sbike Uo,rl- Cabpaign

l',rlticu)ru11; the religious repression that began in 1990s in China
,,, r, Lr,r,,rr ro l.,n,ring or religoL. 4rganiz-norr .._rch d. I-rlung (;orre
,. r '( :rlr'. Ir frber al.o rhc ..l,rioric 

Re .duc,r,on. c,-p,;g * i
rrr trrll rhe swing. In Xinjiang there las a similar religous repression
l',rrtr, rrludy .rfter the Sept 11 event. Chie,r-peng chung an Asslstant
t,',,',\.,,r ,rr rhc lr).rrrute of Defence and sn legii : uJres . ,y" i,, hrs
r,1-,rr rn rhe rirerm, h or o/lt derelopmen,s ,n \,r1,,rg lzLo lr
th V ng tt 2001, Betling mounted a ,,re edrcation canpaign,, fottlr t lihr^ wha tun stctte-controlled nosques across China, lorcinf<
.\ t't t ihshn ctpn,t thto gh rhe propaginda progran.by *e ena .)th .tttr Anne\tl lnrer,la onal also charge, that th! sfiJccuvt
tnnl.\ttLk d lerrorism'was used to detain some .who that) hat,e done
ttult Nr',. than prucrrce thetr rettebn ot delcnd htr.;tu,rc. "

\l.r)).obscners bate alrcady discounted the claims of offlcial
I'r, rl) rliurdi s^ying thet the prolest end unrcst ln Xinjiang as .terrorist
,L rr!rrr(s'. 'l'hcre was no 'terrorlsm, in Xinjiang but onlv fe$, hcidents
.,t 1.,,,1(.,t .r'd trolcrr,.e rh,u roo wds rery sprerd,,ur in lcw rsrn,r,
1,,,L,t, lt h.rs norhrrrg ro do wrrh so r,rll-d B:nl.;drnrlque,bcr,ru:c
llr Ix )Lricilprotestwcre an inspiratjoD from the centr2l asi;n rcpublics
tlr,rt ,rr hicrcd their rndependcnce trom rhe dismembcrcd Sovlct Union.
llr ,'ll,.i.rlCh,neserccordspealisof few perq, iDcidents rhnt do not
lr.rv, l(,rrurcs of'tcffor cells, or ,terror organizations, claimed by the
ll rlrrr,i,,tu. r rl,. The CI),nc(( ,r.rrc medrJ rcpor.cd uf LJvrnr Lrr;srrLl
,,,' | .)rn, lr,r,druJ drc,idenr. murh bcfore rhc:cpteml.cr .,r.(l ,,
nrL .ilir)i_ ,(.s of rtrde spread un.r,e rn ,h. rcgi;,,.

l'lrc'llu rmprrori dorrnne,€arr,rdcTenselc:s J,eopl, .on.trr:rc
rl,, l,11,.s tiu'.rnon, of human rrghr. by.he Chinc.e au,\urrrre..
lil lrr( irlly rhc 'pre emption' strike cannot be applied in the case of
I rlrt. 'l'hcfc is no rciatronship betrveen terrorjsm, and the ,peaceful

lr(\li,rl) strugglc' of Tibetan people. In the case of Tibet it is ,not,

'Srlr.[,rtis,i]' but an expressron and exercise of their lundamental
lrrrrrr,rrr lilihts und frcedom of their .consclence,. It js in this context
,\tlltlt,rity lntcr'nrtional delibesteiy termed most of Tibetan pflsoners
,urrl .rrrrstccs as 'prisoners of conscience,. The word lerroinm, rvas
rrrll r,,l(,l,turnz( rhc srnle Hard .ampjgr rn relanon to.hc >ep-
I I r,lrrn rlr Srrrul,rrly Chxre.e durhonries frequenrl\ u.e the rr rm . 

srare
rrt rrlr" to jusrify scvere and harsh crackdowns $.rthout elabontins

' 'rr lhI tr(.xIiIg ()l thc tcrm "statc secrets,,. Hence on both fronts thf



''shke Had" canparyb: chiba 3 cfa.Moi on polnial dkside cc

rea.sons cited for the "Strike Hard" Campargn rvas mislending:rnd
"inaccurate". Therefore tle "Strike Hard" Campaign rvas nothingmorc
than an orficialattempt to suppress thc nationalist sentrm en ts in Tiber

In the wake of Besian terror siege in Russia, the rvorld l;od1.!
condemnation of lnternational tefforlsm was further resolutc. In :r

similar fashion, China tried to hghlight tle terror threatN,rh ol)\-ious
reference to Xinjiang It was vet anothcr method of usnrg thc "\\hr
on TerroC' and seekingworld recognition of China too as a rictrrn oi
domestic tertorism.

On 26th Octobor, 2004 the "TAR" \rice Secretary rnd thc hcrd
of "TAR' police department Yang Song convcncd a mccting iil the

"TAR'Iarty school.In drc neeting Ying Sr.rng stressed rIc inrportancc
of fighting resolutely againsr the "Dalai C)ique" and thc "scp:r,rtist
forces". FIe also stressed the Iong time goal of aclricl,ing uniticxrior')
among the ethnic nadoDalities for creiting one Chin.r. It rvrs trr[ thc
first time that the Chinese authoritics openly;rcknorvlcdgcd "Srrike
Flard" Campaign to bc Iaunchcd ug;rinst "Drrlaicliqrrc" und "scpumtist
fotccs". China hud bccn gcri,r1, our ihc c,rnfr;rign of crushing ckrtn
;rll exprcssiorrs of political clissidcncc in Tibct lnd \i,rjinng urdcr thc
covcr of"Strikc I Inrd". It is but in rttcmpr [)), thc lcrdcrship in t]cijing
to exploit lelror activirics in othcr parts of thc wotlcl to servc rheir
political agendas resulting in sedous human dghts violations.

"Strike Hard" Campaign Continues
On ,1Nov 2004, ChinaTibet Information Centcr (\\,$\rtibetrnFornet)
reported that the Lhasa authorities launched the "\hnda' lcfll or
"Strike Hard" Campaign in Lhasa clty benveen 1 No\'200.1 arld 30
Dec 2004 and called itn"Clan.Up" exercise.Ithas also been extcnded
to seven othercorintres and one Ntuniclpality. The Chinese authorities
called for the integrated co-opention amongthc l.aious deparinents
ofpublic safety and larv enlorcement bodies such as "Public Securitl
Bureau (PSB)", "?eople's Armed Pollce (P-\P)", "tuotPolice", "Traffic
Police", "Crime Branch" and "Flre Depertment". The Campaign
remains under the supervision of courts. These law cnlorcement
bodies are specially assigned to act on the tlree major celebrations
such as New Year, Tibetan Nerv Yeat and Chinese New Year. The
announcement of the "Strike Hard" Campaign yet again displlrys
'Pre emption'tactrcs by the Chrnese authoritics rginst any krrrrl ol'

SePt ll andthe Snki Hatd ' Cd\paqn

actr ities or o'oressron" rh rr promored polncal dr*'d<n'e l r"ln t'

oil 4,., ,Ja ,n. ai.pr.,' of hrs pho'o in home"' l- orhcr ''orJ
,fr,. C,-ori* is la"n.hed',o fionr ''9'n" Int'p'cricd rrrg'r.' "rch
-"--"^,,..'.' :^.-n,r,icl,.'es. undcrround,, :\1u's r'l'gro'r'

"-".'-*t, 
:..**^o tugin'.s ;r'd orl-er "'' nori' r''nd suL'er rt e

..*".'r..,ti."."1r f,. .ni"u,,..lr1'n of th' 'zmpz'8n rr rI.e t

""i".-,""a ..ri.'rfr 
rhe riglrr to freedom oI erpr'' son oi th' Tr['c- 'r

."".i". iri,r', a* r,,*, r.'u'".n or '1"'-p.]'9 Lhds'rL'1 urror;rr'c

I..L"*J,. .*,," ., f ,, more congenial "rmo'pher' 
oiprblrt ' r(n

lecurity in l.lr.r.., Cinr and a generrl so'r'11 llnd fioIrrcJ :iJb Liry rr

Tibct.

A similirrr mccting on 31 Octobcr 200'1, formaly relaunched the

"Patriotic l-ducation'l- in monasteties md nrrnn€ries lr 1'hasl rvas

f..."if" "n",.a.t(Jnrding 
to Lhasa Lvlnng on I \"'emFcr j001

rfl" fr.i,,f'.,i rhc C^mmir.c for "l'rro-nc f'dut'rrron rn -h'r'r'
i"f-,t..* ,'",r-.' s.rid in hrs oPtn'ng fl'\:h "lhmatrc cdttatt'4

iit,ta i" ,ipt".i*"a rc the ltlli\t in rhe monasrntt ond ntnntrtc\

ona u,,r*.!r, ttpara st o.111)ttrcs Prccdulonary war L! sht'ttlJ

.it" ti ^1l, ^t 
\top thc tntrltraion of tileraurc Jron ttu sPllt lt

grouP base.l t exile"

Officills iiom the Unitecl Fronl Work Depnrtmcnt' Religlous

B"'; ;;.i Stxtc Law Enlorcemcni bodies attended the workshoP

ii" .""i.;"'r", *,rr impl<ment 'l'e conicnr ol rhc torkshor in N' '

;; ,hi-;; ;,i,"';,, ,"' * the end of rl< vear 'rs L trr''l' rr rv rs rnn"L n"cd

itr"i 
" "**.tU trial rvill lead to city wide implemcntatlon in the nexl

couplc of ycirs beginning from 2005'

The bcncl in the course of "strike Hard" Campaign tool' place

,r", ,ir. s""i r r ctenr' t he C'mprrE 'hdr was hrrhe' o laun'lrtd o

tiqht crrme rs r,d'v bend for trghring an im'gin'1 rerrorr:m n

Xinirane and oppressrng rhe Peaccrul Trbel'rn{ whose onLy crrme ls

";;;;;i;,hJt:'.on"-.,...''' 
rhe Polrrical'omP'exirre' Lhrnr

,,,Iir,.l ,3 *" pa;,;*l ds"enr in \'nlrang 'rere 
ner'" recerr'd t'11

bv internarronal bodre. Ho vcrer. rr r< wrde\ bele(ed rod'r rh rr tl-e

.i"r't of S.o, I I wa( r rurning pornr 'n rhe Srike H'rd 'rmp,]tgr
i" iiu* -Js" ,-o r-re nce. tl-'ere rs no do"br rh2- rl-is srrrk'IIJrd'

a,;;;; h ;d's.'frc:n and s*a Lgri irom he Poinr ot \re\\ oF

Chinesc authotities and could last ior manv more vea$'



Chapter 6

Conclusion

The "Strike Hard" campaigi in its hventy ycars of existence has seen
drffercnr conrours ,f rmplemenraron. Cfl,icrsm, and conrro!cr,ies
ha.c 51-syq1n6.6 tJre crmparg jn m.rn) wrrs. flre Chrne,c qocrcb in
g.nerrl md) h"'c b.come herlrhrer rnd.afer bur rhc c"mp/rgj) \.rs
ncr.er an ulrlmate solution to the cnme. Tlris is indicated iJthi tl r..
Iaunch of the campaigns ll 1983, 1996 and 2001. -{fter each campaign
therc werc a looming pcak of crirnes, this r.indicated thc frrci thit
'deep roored'socro-cconomrc problems had nor bcen eddrcssecl in
rhe socr€ry. fr has been proved t,mc and rg.rin thar lncqurty ,n
economic income' oF the Chincse masses has been the chiei f;lct 

"
ior th: ir.e of crrmcs srrrted rn carly cighrre. .rncl ,;unrrrruc: rrghr
through Chrna s ftst ecouom,c growrh.

Thc 19i13 
^,rd 

199(r currpligns hstcd only for scvcriri nrontlrs
lrcforc rhcy w(1c wrthdr,rw,r olfrr.r.rl)y. 1'lrr qucsrion run,rrrrr rn 11.
rn,wcrcd whurhcr thr wrrlrdr:rw.rl. mcrnr suiccri ,,f rlrc mrssr,rn or
wetc cxperirnenrs by.rurhonrics ro tcsr pul.:lrr srrcngth. fhc rhcrori
.rtr,rchcd ro the c,unp.ugr rn rhr rnin,rl phrsc of rhc: Lrunch h.rs rrow
".rbsided buL aurhorrries hrve issu.d frcsh ,ror,ies lo rhe i,Inp.rrgr
citing.the recent Russian siege ih Beslan, and the bombirig 

-of

Ausrmlan embassy irr Indone.r,_r by suspecred rcrrorsr organirrulon..
N"e\.rrheless Bering con,,nues ro .ec rh. ,cleu,rrcc or ..drnke H.rd.,
campargr ln today'.s much-changed global geo politics. Horvever, in
assessmenr on the ground, ,t6Bike Hard,, campargn did not bring a
posltive trend in d.re reversal of crlme sjt"at on, l" Chlna. 1.hi. l,ile.r,
is expressed byAmnesty lntern tion .'Further 

h1orc, tike other.,stjke
Ead" cdthpaigns beforc it, this crackdown is anliket! to have d ta ing
impact on China's growing crime probte and the Chineti
govemhentb claim lhat its extensiw use ofthe death penalty is needed
to tackle the serious cime prcblem in Chi a tehlclins unco vincing.,,

, The mos' roroflous pdlr ol. rl.r. camprsr was rhe hurnan righrs
abusc in TrLer and )(rnrrang where uhe c;mpargn *r, ,scd to sc.i. 

"political purpose. A,Iany critrcisms poured in on China,s branding of

Condusiot

the peaceful political expressions in Tlbct atd Xhliing m 'dom€stic

terro.ism'. U"dcr this campaigr manl Tibetans and Uighurs tcre sent

to prisons and some to death on the grounds of ivhar Chnese

authonties call 'cndangering statc securiq'. Thc most deplornble Pxrr

thc campxign rr'is tllrt;an,v ot the legal norms u'ete rotrlh
.rnderminn.g the t:.rirncss of the trle-ls and derih Pcnaltlcs el'€fi lbr

rninor crimcs. It is rviclclv kno\!n that most ot ()n\Ilcts lver€ e\eclrted

after bricf summatv trials. Caution on illc camPaign q'is evcn

erpressccl try Nilro \hng the Prcsident of Chrn'r's Supren,c Co';rt,

c.,n."",i,lg ih" iirir trial end proper mcxsures regLrding thc ludicial
proccdurcs. \irro rvrrncd, "Still e|en with the crackdo\rn the co tt
mtst handle thesl: cases carelrl/1". Thc rssue of 'dexth peneltr'uncler

rhc c.rmo,rrrrr nrr..,ncd.r mo'r ionRnlr 'u' r.'t^' \l'n) rirl' i tr'r f
r,^" ."1*i i .r'', '".. , , r f.tr.rls ro urrhdr.rrr rr r.rr L r"r 'rr' 'r 'rrlv i

Thc "sttikc I{td" crLmprigr hrrs othcr climcnsions in ru;rlvzing

the crnrprrign's sfcci^l sttlus rrr Tibet. In 1983 thc ctmprriun rvrLs

trr,rcr"J .'t.,',,., i,,mes. I'I,'t e".r, rhc (.mf'rrF rs ' t 1990 Ih' 
"!11

.,ff,c'rll,'t'il'.1..n','onJrrlv logCrcm.rrncdtn 1r":ri:r irr lil'cr un'l':
rhc colcr ()l "l)itriotic Re_cdr.rcttion" c,lmpai$, .\s pcr tinclirrgs of

TCLIltl) - I 1.383 monks and nuns havc bccu cxPcllcd ironl'Iibcrt irl

last rrinc tcrus Ly so c.rlled "rvork tcrrrni'undcr ihe c?LmPaign 'Ihosc

rnonks an.l Irrurs r*ho resisted thc politic.rl eclucxtion ol"work lqrLni'

rvcrc dclh tith simil^r crackdo\\'ns ol "Strike Fllrd" ctmprign' In

Dr.r(rr(c 'Srr,k, ll.,'<l . rmp r'4 rcrrr'Lrrrcd rrr Trl "'"'t'11''' ' t rl'c
ihirJ rc-l.r,r''.tl,r lnnl. SuPrre" ng rlr" poLn''J dr''' r' rrr Tl r''s

oursucd urrL[ r rlrr cnrr r o[ -P.rrroni Re eJu:" iori' ' nd ''\'r--tr',''r"
I'rn,n"i*,,s. Lt:0nl tr( cimp.rgn r.ccu'd r tt mo'ru' 'tr'r l"

Scp, t ie'.,," rn d, :' rng rg'rrrr rl.c poL'r-"1 d""crr l' 'rl rr' f: "
and nr \injirng.

ln Tibct thc "strikc H:rd" campr.rgn of 2001 connnues The cen.rp;igr

rus announced by Jiang 7-emin during his reigr and rt is quitc un)il'cly

Fo. the nev leadersiip padlcularly Hu Jintao to lvifidralv rt'

1r, real politik the de,r\nce ot "strlke Hard" ctmpaign is assrrred

as longas Tibet anrl Xinjiangs ptoblem rcmaincd unrcsoh'ed' In Post

s"pt ir .." "Strike Ha;d" i"-pa'g has a special legitimacy aod rr

rviil rcrlain Beijings handl toolin suppressing political dissidencc in

lorrg yr;u's to comc.
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'Strike Haftl" Ca paigh: China\ ctuckdaw o, patitiat dlsittotce

Recommendations

An immediate withdrapal ol the '.Strike Hard,, campaign rd
the total abolition of 'death penalty'.

The Chinese government rrritl1dmrv .,parriotic re-educntion,,
campaigr in Tibct and allow freedom ofexptcssion of rcligion
in Tibet.

The Chrrrcse governmcnt to follow international nornrs in
dc.rl,ng rvrrh horh polit,c,rl .urJ ,.rirnin.rl ;rr.,,rrurs.

:\n immcdiate morrtor;um on thc cxccution of Trulhu Tcnzin
Delck Ilnpochc and his errly rclcrrsc.

IrLmediatc release ofGendun ChockyiNylma the 11th panchcn
L,Im,.

Criminal Procedure Larv (CPL) must be repealcd and also
executlons after 'summary tials' firust be abolis]red.

Law enforcement bodabg'highhandedness be curbcd. held
accountable and court of law for action violatlng the basic
fu ndamental humar nghts.

Create a teliable and fair and independentJudiciaty system tlrat
functions {.ithout the governmental interference-

Appendix

Xiniiang: A Restless Islamic "New Frontiet''

The present day Xinliaog rvas former\ the lost tetritory of tl,c dren

'Ottoman Empire', mostly n\e Tutks However, they call thcmseh'es

as 'East Turkistan'. During thc declining years of Ottomar En-rpire

the eastern part of the empire was annexed by ihe rulers of Qing
d.vnasty of Chinr in 1759 The first incident o( protest for
independencc can be tmced back to an uprisingled by a locd chieftnin

named Yakub llcg in 1865. FIe launched many fi€rce battles against

the armies of the Imperial court widl rclative success whlch resulred

in securing irr rclurn trade concessions, diplomttic rccognition from

Tsarist llussill and the United Kingdom. Though he w.rs cvennrally

deteated irr lu7? bur Beds rebeliious catnPaigns sol n the seed of
Uighur pcoplc celling For independcnce bmed on theit disiinct religron

and etlrniciry \\ihen China's imperial rulc cnded in 1911 afld the

period of thrcc <lccadcs of Civil Wars, the Uighurs in collation with

the loc^l Nluslim gtoups achicved brief independence from 1931-
'1934 ancl again from 1944-1949, Thcy call themselves as East

Turkestan llcpublic rvhose govcrnmeflt was set up in Xifljian$ Thc

first govcrnnrcntrvas set uP in the city ofFlamihorvever krcalvrarlord

"Xinjiang' nr \Iandarin means 'ncv/ frontieC indicatiflg a distant

territory until the communist China occupied it in 1949 (on the pret€xt

to liberate thcm) ancl since then became atcnegzde region under N'leo 

"sChina. Todty thc province is under the rule of People's Rcpublic of
China and has xn cstimated population oi eight million Uighurs

Though they speak their orvn language but the natlonal laoguage is

N,landarin. Still today rhey lise in medielal mud brick houses irr

crowded neighborhoods rvhile Chinese immrgrants mosdy Hurs live

in rvell built rvhite-rile blocks. Uighurs patronize their o\r'n ealeries

and they don't h3ve Chincse clients a:rd rarely iflter mairixges

Demographically speaking, atound 40% of Xiniiangh twenry

rnillion people are Han Chinese compared to 4% to 5% in 19'19 Some

cxpcrt$ sry thxt it may be now 60%'65% Han Chinese if pollce and
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atmy troops are added aloflg with the Han setlcrs. It is no surprise
tl:rat healT troops are there to stay and the Han seftlers are dominating
the l/1d rnd e.onomr. dc\elopmen... ln r". cnr yezr. rhcre \erc
several separatist outbreaks among vhich the most noted ones s.ere
in 1996 and 1997 when bomb blests rocked the provincial capital
Urumqi.

In todalt geo,politics, Xinjiang is in fact a strategic region. Since
rfrerrhedr.mcmb.rmenrolsovie. Unron.r.hrnr faces.r nc\vpolrti,xl
reality. In rcce,lt times United States has esrablished militarl bases in
republlcs llke f<ar,akhsran, which Chrna sees as potential tllreat to
lheif national secufiry It is also China,s fear of their pcrceir.ed
ehcirclemcnt by US or so-called containmenr ofChina. Clrina alrcady
has a hearl' presence oftroops in Xinjiang arrd with thc seting up of
US base i,1 :reighbor.rng Asian republics would further incrcase tlre
deploymert of roops by Chiha. It is also a crucinl battlcgrountl for
Chinato secure oilpipelihe from Iiazalihstan so thttitwillc^se ChiDx,s
oil dependence on the Gulf couhtrics whcrc Unircd Stltcs is :r kcv

PIrycr rn rhc rcBnn. l rum cvcry,r,J'cr:r rhrs r."rnrtc ,.r"g.,r1" .cgon ,s
a sehsitivc card fbr China and $crctbre drc rvoukl do cvcnthino to
kcep thc rcgion Lhdcr $cir'iron fist'and this is tl:c rcmon rvhr,'ihc
''Srrike Flald" Carnprrgn wrs Lrurchcd hcrc rn l00l .rrrd rcccrrrtl .r

new jmpetus after Scptember 11.

*
APPendLx

List of knwn expulsions ftom moodteries md numelies in Tibet
under the 'Parioric Re edu€tion" Cmpaign ftoh Jduarv 1996-

August 2oo4.

rag. chaksam clroi , Feb 2003 Updalo

ocr 2003 upaaleocr 2003 upaale 
,

. sop2ool updal.

SoP2ool Updalo

6 Gv0m6v Sog TB.ndh6i Mmslorv s6p 2001 upd's6p 200r updaro

Apdr 1s, 2oo1 3mo lApp6r) Juy 2001 Updalo

Ea y 2mi 20 D€xar Nunnory Julv 2001 Updalo

o6ohb€r. 2ooo 1 Kgbsig T6anvl Monasr6ry J! v 2001 updaE

\&a1g ilv -6
Trodio Nylma Oo^Po

oord66i 1s99 1 Lobsaig shoEb s.E Monaebry F.b 2001 Updaro

4 Jamyano Phugon Mona6rsry F6b 2001 updalo

11 M6y, i99€ 3 Konpon Monaslorv Fsb 2CA1 UPdalo

March 2004

22Jury, mo.a 1 Chood6n Fsz n Gadon Mon6r6ry Updale

Lobsa^g narhni:;tilifi;;;,
3 d Lobses chelo, Fob,oo{ updd€

Jurcrsls6 1 Luz i ra3hi Phunlsok monadsrv) od mm Updaro

s6p 20os updaio

Lln€ns TashrkvL Monad€ry Aus 2003 Uplalo

Irv, reea rt $ vo1" ra^

od :m updala

No/c: nu" u, t,,,* o1 spa"" 10,18 list of names are not Siwn others due to lack

d &nnl hli,n utu"t
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List of known expulsions from monateries md nmeries in
under the "Patdotic Re-education" Cmpaign from Jmuary
Augsr 2004.

Tibet
r996-

Appendir

List of knm *pulsions from monateries ud nmneries in Tibet
lDad the "Pariotic R€-education' Campaign from Jmuary 1996-
Ausust 2004.

Gonrung Nunnery

Jamyan Ssnsye R.ling Mona ery

i,lbi6l
til

I9s6

zosaig Moiaslrry

17 Mdy

J!rej*3

I T.dhon ,q

L

I

tPdmda MoimGry

im:

1 Nqawanq rsedup

Note: Dsc to lack of space kns List of anetof ames orc not gire , othett due to ldck

Note: Due to lack ol space long list of wes are Mt Eiwn, others (lue to lack
of detail infomatioi

tf ttuktil infonnation
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List of knorm spulsions fiom monsteries and nunneries in Tibet
under the "Patriotic Re-eduetion' CampaiAn fiom Jeuary 1996-

aid Namdo rasrundBs Mon6l6ry

1 NgaGdg Sampho

Mayl*3UpdaIe

Notc: Due to lack of space long list of na es ar. nat gfien, others du! b la(k
ol dektil n1fi)rn14tit'1

Appendi,

List of known expulsions &om monuteries md nunneries ih Tibet
unde. lhe "Patrioti. Re-education" Campaign fiom January 1996-
AuaB! 2004.

s6pl]ggsUpdals

Lhabam Tash ky Mdiasev s6d less updare

Nole: l)u( k' h(k oJ space lon? list of nam?s are not siNen, others due to lack

ol tuhtil ntlnn, 
"t
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List of known cpulsions from monxteries md ndneries in Tibet
ud€r the "Patriotic R€-education' CdpaiAn from Jmuart 1996-
August 2oo4.

GodunNgddlp iRabkoruMomrdy

Gum€y oo,iss

Note: Due to lack of space long list of nanes arc not sire , others d etoltk
of detuil infomatio

I

t

Appen.li:

List of known expulsions from monasteries md nunneries in
mder the "Patriotic Re-education' Campaign from Jmuary
August 2004.

Tibet
1996-

G.dri ohonup 1l )

Nole: Dk h ktl ol t',kt hnr lin of nahes dre not qiwn, others due to lack
t,Idltail n[o ,ntk',t
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Augut2Oo4.

Note: ouc ro ltr'* rl var? hrlt list ol anex 4rc nt, \i\en, othen du? k' lucL

al detail itllbnnation
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The "Strike Hard" campaign or
"Yanda"[Ch], meaning "Forceful
Crackdown" or "Swift Execution" was
first launched in China in 1983. Initially
conceived to combat crime and other
social ills/ lhe campaign shifted its
focus in 1996 towards activities
believed by authorith6 to "undermine
State security or stabilih/llo lnclude
political dissidence and other pro
independence related activities. under
this pretext, in Tibet and Xinjiang, the
campaign evolved into a political
weaPon of o pp ressio n and
suppression.

It formed the basis for "Patriotic re-
education" in Tibet, which resulted in
the expulsion of several thousand
monks and nuns from monasteries
and often, their subsequent closure,

The terrorist attacks on the Twin
Towers and the united States' "War
on Terror" became the justification
for intensif,/inq the campaiqn in 2001,
permitting human rights abuse in China
to reach new heights in the form of
unfair and closed triais, lack of iegal
representaton and politicnlly motivated
execution in some cases. Recentlyr
Chinese authorities have openly
acknowledged that the "Strike Hard"
campaign in Tibet targets "sepamtist',
"Dalai clique", "religious extremism"
and other dissent activities

In Tibet, dre religious repression under
the "Patriotic Re education" campaign
continues to this day. despite skong
criticism from the international
coftrmunity. TCHRD documented
expulsion of 12,893 monks and nuns
under the "Patriotic Re-education"
campaign between .lanuary 1996 -
August 2004.
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Foreword

The People's Republic of China (?RC) initated rhe "Strike-Hard"
Campaign in Chiaa in 1983. It is a unique campaign which
demonstrates China's hardJine approach against the enercise of
fundamental human dghts. The campaign left huge scars on its people

and it dtamatizes Chinat image of an oppressive and ruthless state.

The "Strike Hard ' campaign &ew huge critrcxm from the mtematronal
commuoits. especially fiom human rights groups. The campaign
initially meaat to be an iron-fisted cmckdo*'n on growing cnme in
Chin4 however erolved to become a tool ofpolltical oppression.

In Tibeq the "Strike-Hr.rd ' campargn rvas introduced only in 1996.

It had a singular poJitiel aim to stifle political dissent. Thls began

an era of more riolence, pain and suffering for the Tibetaa people.

The high handedness of the police and authoritres, impuniq., lack of
transparency and accountabilit' resulted m ill treatrnent, torture and

many deaths. The People's Republic of China and its Tiberan
surrogates abused irndamental human rights and destroyed people'.s

1ives.

At the time of writing tlis tepotg ChinaTibet Information Center
(wvw.tibetinfor.com) teported that the "Stike Hard " Campargn lor
dre vinter (1 Novemher to 30 December 200,1) had been launched

in Lhasa, Tibet Autonomus Region (IAR). (v,'wntchrd.org; TCHRD
press release, 8 November 2004 ).

China has come a long way. Today's Beijlng boasts of great
progress in its human rights record. Avare of its growing porvet and

influence, it has smugly entered the international scene. The fact
remains that it is the only corxnunist authorita-rian regime in dre rvodd
that has done litde to initiate any real progression in democracy and
respect For hurnan righls.

The follov.iirg tepott Sttike Hard C^ff'paig Chika" tra&dahu 0t1

politiral d*idenu is wananted by the relauve thinness of iitemture oh
the subject a$d by its notorious rcpression ofthe human and political
rights of the people of China and Tibet. Considering Clrina's



i; ;ei:+ ;;; i; : is S Ii *i7Ei i= i ,E r i; fl+ ;

, iir;;iEiii i!:ii$ii irj:E s+ itiigii'i
i i;fE,{!iE€; ;;s;*sFs irE;s !:ii= E"i!E€i

i ii;igs€rf,E iEiii$iE rjffli: f6IiffiFiiii 
Eiai;f?E;i i;if;ssi, iEnEE; ;i;aiiljiej

cifi;;Eii;, ilitFssI$ €js€:E *;isf,isEEsj

;#;fe#-?'.Ec+* i!i 5co: c !i ! Ei

-8;H E::e**"sof t>.e i",- ". i:.iBfESiFfi:il.-
|'yaxt E l! =: c=? 

-*E

-E3sJlriFEEyE.-9 E ! 9:::^di!Fi'5 pg

l's 5{ gEE€e*"!tE,E€
X:-Z'g-c Ni tL-l 9E"tJErY i !? E d E s: ! @ u o f,rv E H;,-! 9 E;.!(;*p I
-,o'.2 a./, : <E lr- o9 &o
$!€r-7rEE?-s'-iT*=(!hr.-3o6-5Ee'i_/,YQ
ff ;;p; eti.l; E"sEt!!rI9o*T>"!",t9*kjxo Ei &= g 5: EE d {E:-:Cc!€EEoI-U.hI>...=e'o i-f ri= o: e:-E= E! 5
Ee:" .; ! E.- i h:,; E
E f € E E #"€ * E,i E * r E'e-EO!r oz;l:i'L.,A: - !r2 iEf?t:HF*=i,;e:iEF
fix fi.E l*Sg+ e'ir c i; u I :'.J :r i E d i c: ; s a

::i-:sE1-92ii=y

iE5;ijEifF;is
9*3;t'.c jil;=*: I#Er'.JUH+boP;'-.'
c i e"?" Es;4i€-E 3"
5 y;o,8"iE_d EE5: s

!geif;Eri; gi;
=:;.e 5-!. E 3n:.s Er E 4 F"o 5 3 t a= ; - u:rEsIfiPE,E!I:i
EtEEiS!r€3F€E/i.! i': o !? cE H-c o* ! @:E-lgif;F'er{9{siJsf*:F536:&
siEFs gfit r;eeo: oLy &GE€= gp g

:,

-.9

1S

is

B

,r7

:I

E
E

E

E

.:

,=
9o
i:
:b
.,{
i5
i,r

Ei
$i
,< $

x:
ebil.
&!95

:.,:=
i:

-FF6

;5
1.Spi=
!=
ie
E;
*1

Ui
ft9.

JP

9-
-€
;,?

ie
ftE18,
js.
E:
I
br

:t
E.IU!
3E

s

trlq,l

cI

==-=
.!: i

,.&:
.90 +€
FU E

Li'E E

-U tn 4

!'o,i

59h

{
€

I

I
t

E

i
I

i


